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Four Trax Foreman 400 4x4 Four Trax Rancher 4x4 Four Trax Foreman 450 ES 4x4 


BEST ON EARTH 


‘ Goldwing SE Shadow Sabre CBR 600 F4 
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PERFORMANCE FIRST 


BE A RESPONSIBLE RIDER RECOMMENDED ONLY FOR RIDERSI6 YEARS AND OLDER. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING AND PLEASE RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT 
owner's manual thoroughly. *F lable to qualified customers subject to credit approval from Transamerica Bank N.A, on the Honda Card pr 
plan balance minimum payment for the first tw son Maximum program amou 


Obey the law and read your 

m at participating Honda Dealers. Promotional payment examples based on 12.99% APR and 1.5% of original credit 
$7250, Foreman $ $7250, Foreman 400 $7250, Rancher 4x4 ES $6575, Rancher ES $5933, Ranch 2x 300 4x4 $5933, Four Trax 300 $5250. Recon 
¢ promotional period are subject to the Standard Program2,5% of onginal credit plan balance minimum payments and 16.75 n APR may vary. Finance charges begin to 
ry. All transactions are subject to terms and conditions of credit agreement. Honda ca 

Four ‘Trax 300EX, FourTrax 400EX, or FourTrax 90. Specifications and availability subject to change without notice, Other restrictions apply 
see your Honda Dealer or write: American Honda PO Box 3976, Gardena, CA 90247 


ancing a 


financed (Forem: 


$4600. Total balance after 24 mo and after purchases other than initial offer duri 


accrue On date purchases post to account. Actual prices may 


id offer is good 1/1/00 ~ 3/3/00, No down payment does n: ax, license and other fees, Offers not available on the 
Dealers set actual prices, Check with your participating Honda De: 


FourTrax, Rancher, Honda Card, Foreman, Recon and Best on Earth are trademarks of Honda Motor Corp..Lid 


for complete program details, For a free brochure, please 


2000 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. (1/00) 


See our monthly specials on the web 
www. rodsoutdoorpower.com 


ROD'S OUTDOOR POWER 


Nebraska's Premier Honda Motorsports Dealer 


1030 Saltillo Road (3 miles south of Lincoln on Hwy. 77) Roca, NE 68430 
(402) 423-6230 Toll Free: 1-800-898-9411 


OFFICIAL i TASTE 


“SCORE ON EVERY 
POSSESSION.” 


Fairbury Brand hot dogs have the great 
taste fans love. They’re bursting with 
flavor. Look for the Big Red F in your 
grocer’s meat case, and enjoy the 
official Husker taste with your home 
team. Fairbury Brand scores every time. 
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“BEEN KNOWN TO LAUNCH ’EM 
OUTTA THE STADIUM.” 

Proud to be the official hot dog at 

Memorial Stadium and Buck Beltzer Field. 
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Overtime 
Magic 


Special teams problems 
force Huskers to dig deep 


YOU CAN ARGUE that 
it shouldn’t have come 
down to overtime, but 
you have to admit that 
the Huskers have gotten 
pretty good at these tie- 
breakers. And it is a lot 
more exciting than a 
blowout. 

You probably remem- 
ber the other two, especially the 45-38 
escape at Missouri in 1997 that kept 
alive Nebraska’s chances for a national 
championship. Of course, it took a little 
magic by Matt Davison to give the 
Huskers a shot at overtime. 

Then there was last year in Boulder, 
when Colorado kicker 
Jeremy Aldrich missed 
a 37-yard field goal as 
time expired. Nebraska 
won 33-30 in overtime. 

And now, on the 
field where so much 
Notre Dame magic and 
tradition has played 
out, the Huskers make 
it 3-0 in overtime 
games. 

Is it just luck? That’s 
a part of it. But it takes 
a good team and good 
coaching to get things 
together after a frantic 
finish and do what's 
necessary to win in overtime. 

The tie-breaker wouldn’t have been 
necessary if the special teams play had- 
n’t broken down in the second half. 

Nebraska had just scored to take a 21- 
7 lead midway through the third quar- 
ter. But on the ensuing kickoff, Notre 
Dame’s Julius Jones left the Huskers 
grabbing air, with a 100-yard return. 

If that wasn’t enough, Jones’ team- 
mate Joey Getherall took a punt 83 yards 
to tie the score early in the fourth quar- 
ter. 

That made it 


Brian 
HILL 


necessary for the 


On THe Cover 


Eric Crouch rushed for three touch- 
downs, including the game-winner in 
overtime. Photo by Scott Bruhn 
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Huskers to dig out their overtime 
magic. 

The final score was not an indication 
of the improved play by the Nebraska 
defense. 

With seven underclassmen starting 
on defense for first-year coordinator 
Craig Bohl, it shouldn’t be surprising if 
there are a few growing pains. 

But after giving up 346 yards to San 
Jose State in the opener, the Blackshirts 
held Notre Dame to 224. Those who 
sneered at the Huskers’ performance in 
Game 1 should note that San Jose State 
evened its record by winning 40-27 at 
Stanford. 

By making Nebraska’s No. 1 
defense, a player becomes 
part of a select group who 
have worn the coveted 
black practice jerseys. 
Contributing Editor Mike 
Babcock writes about 
what it means to be a 
Blackshirt in this issue 
(Page 12). 

Check out the second 
installment of our series 
on Nebraska’s first 
national championship 
season in 1970 (Page 26). 
Heisman Trophy winner 
Johnny Rodgers is this 
week’s subject. You'll 
read that “The Jet” almost 
didn’t come to Nebraska. 

After the nerve-racking game at 
Notre Dame, it’s probably a good time 
for an idle week for all concerned. 

Then it’s back-to-back home games 
against Iowa and Missouri, which have 
started the season a combined 1-3. 

The Huskers shouldn’t have to dig 
out that overtime magic again for a 
while, but you never know. 
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Letters, 3210 NW 3rd St., Lincoln, Neb. 68521. 
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1 2 Blackshirts 


They’re much more than mesh practice jerseys to 
the players who earn them. By Mike Babcock 


NEXT ISSUE 


The review of the lowa game will be mailed Sept. 25. 
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Eric Crouch has put 45,000 miles on 
his 1994 Acura in the last year and a half. 
With all the driving he has done during 
that time, “it felt like | was a traveling 
salesman,” he said during fall camp. 

Despite having practiced for two 
hours in the August heat, Crouch sat 
patiently and talked with reporters while 
his teammates cooled off in large wading 
pools beneath the South Stadium. 

Two youngsters, obviously waiting for 
autographs, stood nearby. 

That's how it is these days. No matter 
where Crouch is, there is always some- 
one waiting for something from him. And 
invariably, he does his best to accommo- 
date them. 

He is willing to do just about anything. 
He won't say no, whether it’s stopping on 
the way to a summer school class to pose 
for a picture or talking to kids about stay- 
ing in school. 

When he ventures out in public, he 
has grown accustomed to being the 
focus of attention. 

“| don’t think about that,” he said with 
a laugh. “But when | go and eat some- 
where, | see the kick under the table out 
of the corner of my eye. | see the elbow in 
the side.” 

He sees the look of recognition, fol- 
lowed by the whispers. “Then the whole 
table turns around and kind of checks you 
out,” he said. “But it comes with the ter- 
ritory. | just wave and say hi.” 

The territory, of course, is the starting 
quarterback’s job at Nebraska. With that 
come not only celebrity status but also 
responsibility, according to Crouch. 

And he shoulders that responsibility 
willingly, if not eagerly. “I’ve kind of just 
been a guy that if I've got time to do it.. 
. and it’s something | want to do, then I'll 
commit to it,” he said. 

The responsibility is reflected in the 
Acura’‘s 45,000 miles in a year and a half. 

Besides doing charity work and help- 
ing at football camps this summer, he 


Eric Crouch covers a lot of territory. 


sang in a musical benefit for the 
Alzheimer’s Association at the Omaha 
Jewish Community Center in late July. 

That required a week and a half of 
rehearsals and preparation in Omaha, 
which meant he commuted from Lincoln 
so he could take summer school classes 
and work out with the team. 

“| spent a lot of time in the car,” he 


said. “Every time | had to go somewhere, 
| was getting there just a minute or two 
early or a minute or two late. So | was on 
schedule all the time.” 

Despite the off-field demands, Crouch 
has maintained his focus on football. 
They have not detracted from his prepa- 
ration. Even so, “we've talked about it,” 
said Turner Gill, his position coach and 
someone who understands the unique 
pressures, having been a Cornhusker 
quarterback himself. 

“| told him, you've got to make those 
choices before you even start the year 
off, what you want to do per day, per 
week, per month. And once you reach 
that, you just say, ‘Hey, I’m filled up.’ You 
might have some time available, to do 
personal things. But that’s all you do,” 
Gill said. 

“We've all been there. I’ve been there. 
| know exactly what he’s going through. 
God has given him all this ability, the 
opportunity .. . you (have to) give people 
a little bit of your time, which you do. 

“He's done more than his share. So 
he doesn’t have to feel guilty if he tells 
somebody that asks him, ‘Sorry, | can’t 
do that.’ He’s got to take care of his 
school (work). He’s got to take care of his 
family. And then he’s got to take care of 
his obligation to God.” 

Crouch is doing those things, and he 
still finds time to meet the requests. 

For that, he has earned the respect of 
many Nebraskans, and not only while 
wearing a No. 7 jersey. 

But “I’m not doing it for the respect,” 
he said. “I'm just doing it because you 
get so much support here out of the state 
of Nebraska that | feel any way | can give 
back to the people and my family and 
friends, I'm willing to do that. | under- 
stand that comes with the role and the 
territory.” 

He’s literally covered a lot of territory 
as a result. Check the odometer on his 
Acura. @ 


HUSKERS USE SPECIAL DRILLS IN EFFORT TO HELP PUT FUMBLE PROBLEMS BEHIND THEM 


The Cornhuskers have tried to put last season's fumble 


problems behind them. 


“| don’t think about fumbles that much,” quarterback Eric 
Crouch said after the San Jose State game. “That was last 


year. We did a great job in the summer and a great job in the 
fall taking care of the ball.” 
Running backs coach Dave Gillespie has used special drills 
to emphasize the need for focusing on the ball. The backs 
handle footballs in nylon cases. 
“It's pretty slick and then when they start doing a gauntlet 


and have people ripping at the ball, that makes it even hard- 


er,” |-back Dan Alexander said. 


Gillespie also has bounced balls off a pitch-back net, caus- 
ing them to come off at odd angles. As added incentive, when 
a back catches 10 in a row, Gillespie has done 10 pushups. 


“When he starts to get up there, seven, eight, nine (in a 


row), he starts really winging them and trying to get awkward 
angles that we have to catch them at,” said Alexander. He and 


Correll Buckhalter, who alternates with him at l-back, were the 


only ones to catch 10 in a row during preseason practices. & 


What’s Happening In Nebraska Athletics? 


HUSKER HISTORY 

Bob Devaney often joked that it wasn’t until he had been at Nebraska for 
some time that he realized the Cornhuskers had lost the 1941 Rose Bowl game 
to Stanford. Such was the pride fans took in Nebraska’s first bowl game and the 
players who participated in it. 

“You put us together like that,” an emotional Allen Zikmund says at the end 
of the first in a three-video documentary on Nebraska football, “that was one fine 
group, one tough bunch of football players, one intense group of football play- 
ers, all with the same aim, ‘come a runnin’ boys.’ “ 

Zikmund’s words evoke the excitement surrounding the 1941 Rose Bowl, 
which is among the highlights of the hour-long video. The Nebraska Educational 
Telecommunications Network and the University of Nebraska Athletic 
Department's HuskerVision are producing the series. 

Joel Geyer of Nebraska ETV and Jeff Schmahl of HuskerVision are co-pro- 
ducers. 

The first video in the series, “Husker Century: Pioneer Spirit 1890-1940,” fea- 
tures interviews with Zikmund, Forrest Behm and Ed Schwartzkopf (all members 
of the Rose Bowl team), as well as film clips and still photos from the first half- 
century of Nebraska football. 

The second and third videos in the series will be issued at a later date. 

Former Cornhusker Trev Alberts is narrator for the video, which first aired on 
the Nebraska ETV Network on Sept. 7. The video is scheduled for rebroadcast on 
Sept. 12 at 9:40 p.m. (Central), following Nebraska ETV’s Big Red Wrap-Up, and 
again on Sept. 19 at 7 p.m. (Central). 

More information about the series can be found at http://www.net.unl.edu. 


Joel Makovicka 


3 4 
Sheldon Jackson 


NFL HUSKERS 

Nebraska was well-represented in the 
NFL on opening day, with 31 former 
Cornhuskers on league rosters, including 
rookies Mike Brown, Ralph Brown and 


Steve Warren 


OLD SCHOOL 


Steve Warren. 


Here's where they began: 


Former Cornhusker Todd Proffitt, a defensive lineman in the mid-1980s, is a 
regular visitor at practice and has an opinion about the number of Blackshirts 
(see story Page 12). “Personally, | like the old school way. You’ve got 11 guys 


Michael Booker,DB —- Tennessee 4 be : 
Kiia'Brown, K Pittsburgh ee And those are your guys, he said. ; 
Mike Brown, DB Chicago other guys end up starting, that's totally different. But that (11) is the old 


Ralph Brown, DB 
Chris Dishman, OL 


New York Giants 
Arizona 


school way.” 
Proffitt wore a black practice jersey during his sophomore year, 1983, then 
found himself behind All-American middle guard Danny Noonan as a junior and 


Jay Foreman, LB Buffalo : 

Scott Frost, DB New York Jets eenior. . ; ‘ 

Irving Fryar, WR Washington Although the quality of the mesh pullover jerseys wasn’t the same and play- 
Hints are RB Green Bay ers’ numbers weren't on them, “it was always a big deal to get that,” Proffitt said. 
Julius Jackson, LB Oakland sBusrybodyi knew; event: yOur/bOyse" 

Sheldon Jackson; TE Buffalo Despite arguing the merits of having only 11 Blackshirts, Proffitt concedes 
Eviedohneon LB. Oakland that changes in the way defense is played probably justify having more than 11. 
DontaJonas LB New Orleans “They rotate more now because it’s more of a situational game compared to how 
Chad alnay LB St: Leule it was when | played,” he said. 

Joel Makovicka, FB Rhone “For instance, there’s more ‘nickel’ package now.” 

Mike Minter, DB Carolina 

John Parrella, DL San Diego Quick WORK 


Christian Peter, DL 
Jason Peter, DE 


New York Giants 
Carolina 


The No. 6 Nebraska volleyball team defeated Oral Roberts in record-setting 
fashion Labor Day afternoon, sweeping the Golden Eagles 15-0, 15-1, 15-0. ORU's 
one point broke the school record for points scored by an opponent in a three- 


Hee lacrrdhare FB coe game match. The previous mark, two points, was set by lowa State, Oct. 7, 1999. 
Will Shields, OL Kansas City The match lasted one hour and five minutes. 
prienagek Stai, OL Jacksonville WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

ared Tomich, DE New Orleans f : 4 
Adam Tred, OL Gaxiand Husker senior Janet Dutton, a multi-event athlete on the track and field team, 
Eric Warfield, DB Kansas City has been selected as the 2000 NCAA Woman of the Year for the state of 
Steve Warren, DE Green Bay Nebraska. The award honors outstanding female student-athletes who have 
Zach Wiegert, OL Jacksonville excelled in academics, athletics and community leadership. 
Tyrone Williams, DB Green Bay Dutton, who set the collegiate pentathlon record in 1996, graduated in August 
Jason Wiltz, DL New Yoridats with a 4.0 grade-point average in business administration. @ 
Grant Wistrom, DE St. Louis 
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Character-Building 
Experience 


Redshirt season in 1997 was difficult 
for competitive Crouch 


ERIC CROUCH ATTENDED Nebraska's 
football season-opener in 1997, then quit 
going to the games. 

While most of the Cornhuskers’ other 
freshman redshirts watched home games 
from the stands, Crouch settled for watch- 
ing those that were televised from his dorm 
room or at home in Omaha. 

His absence was understandable. He 
was on crutches at the time, as a result of 
ankle and lower leg surgeries, and “it was hard to get around 
on the crutches,” he said. 

It also was difficult for him to have to sit and watch. 

He really struggled with that at times early in his first sea- 
son, before he was finally able to discard the crutches and 
participate in practices. “I was kind of out of 
things,” he said. 

“1 was kind of just the guy that was sitting in 
meetings, watching.” 

He rarely, if ever, spoke up in quarterback 
meetings that included Scott Frost, Monte 
Christo, Frankie London and Bobby Newcombe, 
who would end up playing wingback most of the 
season. “There was no one to say much to 
because there wasn’t much that needed to be 
said,” Crouch recalled. 

The first half of his freshman season left an 
indelible impression on the junior quarterback. 
“Tt was a tough time in the sense that you want- 
ed to be out there so bad,” he said. 

“But it was impossible to do because of your 
health.” 

Those early weeks in the fall of 1997 were a 
“character-building” experience, Crouch said. And if it 
weren't for such hard times, “you don’t know if you'd take 
it as seriously.” 

Watching instead of competing “kind of puts a new per- 
spective on it,” he said. 

Though it’s doubtful Crouch could take what he’s doing 
any more seriously than he does, the perspective he gained 
from being on the outside looking in has served him well. 

He has rallied from the well-documented disappointment 
of finishing a close second to Newcombe in the quarterback 
race just a season ago to become the starter, and, more to the 
point, the one player on offense or defense the Cornhuskers 
can least afford to lose for any length of time. 

Granted, football is a team game. But as Crouch goes, so 
goes Nebraska. 

No disrespect to redshirted freshman Jammal Lord and 
sophomore Joe Chrisman. But take Crouch out of the lineup 
and the efficiency of the option offense would be diminished 
significantly. 

It takes time, and tireless repetition, to run the option 
effectively. 

Crouch’s value to the Cornhuskers, and the national 
respect he has earned, is reflected in his name being men- 
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Eric Crouch had 2,158 
yards in total offense 
as a sophomore. 


tioned prominently among those of the top candidates for 
the Heisman Trophy. 

The other quarterbacks include Virginia Tech’s Michael 
Vick, Purdue’s Drew Brees, Florida State’s Chris Weinke and 
Georgia’s Quincy Carter, while the running backs include 
Texas Christian’s LaDainian Tomlinson, Mississippi's Deuce 
McAllister and Maryland’s LaMont Jordan. 

Crouch is a longshot to become Nebraska's third Heisman 
Trophy winner, joining Johnny Rodgers (1972) and Mike 
Rozier (1983). For one thing, Heisman Trophy quarterbacks 
have typically been passers. And for another, Vick began the 
season as the national media’s designated favorite. 

Vick, whom Nebraska tried to recruit out of high school in 
Virginia, is a threat as a runner as well as a passer, and so is 
Crouch. But it is as an option runner that he creates panic in 
defenses. 

If Crouch can stay healthy, he’s likely to 
become the second quarterback in Cornhusker 
history to rush and pass for 1,000 or more yards 
in the same season. Frost, of course, was the first. 

Frost accomplished that rare double in 1997, 
in leading Nebraska to the coaches’ national 
championship. Considering those things, he 
would have been a reasonable candidate for the 
Heisman. But he didn’t have any build-up for the 
award going into the season, plus voters were 
determined to break with tradition that season 
anyway and picked Michigan defensive back 
Charles Woodson. 

Heisman candidate or not, Crouch has the 
potential to rank with the best quarterbacks in 
Nebraska history. He’s off to a good start in earn- 
ing a place among the greats, including Frost, 
Tommie Frazier, Turner Gill, Steve Taylor, Jerry Tagge, Vince 
Ferragamo, Dave Humm and Dennis Claridge. 

Frazier, by the way, finished a close second to Ohio State’s 
Eddie George in voting for the Heisman Trophy in 1995, 
when the Cornhuskers were consensus national champions. 

If Crouch has any advantage on the other Heisman 
Trophy candidates it is that the Cornhuskers could be in con- 
tention for a national championship late in the season. 

Sometimes that matters. Sometimes it doesn’t. 

Four of the last eight Heisman Trophy winners have 
played for national champions. 

Taylor, a Lincoln real estate agent, visited with Crouch 
after a morning practice during two-a-days in August. 
Taylor told him to savor the experience at Nebraska, that 
“it’s kind of a short-lived thing out there and (to) just try to 
make the most of every day, every practice,” said Crouch, 

“He was telling me about when he was here, playing in 
the games, and some of the soreness he had to work through. 
Steve’s been one of those guys who has been through a lot. I 
kind of look at that and reflect it upon myself, and I know it’s 
not easy. You've got to fight through it.” 

Crouch fought through some tough times as a freshman. 
And now he’s on top. @ 
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THE NEBRASKA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 


CHAMPIONS CLUB 


Tailgating in Lincoln will be better than ever This scenario will soon be a reality. Located 
with the new Nebraska Alumni Association directly across from Memorial Stadium, the 
Champions Club. Imagine setting up every week Nebraska Alumni Association Champions Club 
in your own familiar spot before the game to will provide a two-story gathering place with 
meet with friends and relive NU gridiron “ RA S secure, adjacent parking for alumni and 


glories. € Husker supporters on home game days, 
Too hot or too cold outside? Then > 

stroll over to the clubhouse — only a few 

steps from your car — and grab a bite to 

eat, keep track of the pre- and post- © ALUMNI 

game festivities via HuskerVision, and .. AALUEAT, 

check the other satellite monitors to make “%®, . 

sure Texas and Florida State are still losing. Pion> 
Running a little late? No hurry - your spot 

is reserved and waiting only a few paces from 

Memorial Stadium, and you'll be able to check the 

club’s tower to see exactly how much time remains 

before the Huskers take on another victim. 


Call us at: 


1-888-353-1874 


Y beginning in the fall of 2001. 

Become a Founding Member 
of the Nebraska Alumni Association 
Champions Club and enjoy all the 
member benefits, which are guaranteed 

for the next 25 years on home 


en 


game days. 

For more information or to join the 
Nebraska Alumni Association Champions Club, 
call Andrew Washburn or Jon England toll free at 
1-888-353-1874. Space is filling up fast — don’t be 
left out. 


Visit us on the Web at: 
www.zhuskers.com 


He Wants To Be 
A Part Of it 


Walk-on quarterback Chrisman 
earns respect of teammates and coaches 


AFTER A KNEE INJURY left Joe Chrisman 
limping, he wondered what it would do to 
the college football career he had planned 
on for so long. 

At Nebraska his first year, the walk-on 
was really a limp-on, struggling with the 
injury that never seemed to go away. He 
had surgery, and came back last year as a 
redshirt freshman to be the third-string 
quarterback, as the Huskers redshirted 
highly regarded recruit Jammal Lord. 

The plan was for Lord to become the No. 2 quarterback 
this year. But something happened on the way to the depth 
chart. 

Chrisman earned the respect of his teammates and coach- 
es by the way he rehabbed after the injury and the way he 
picked up the offense. Entering the season-open- 
er, he was listed as the co-No. 2 quarterback with 
Lord. While Lord has been impressive, Chrisman 
is still in the running. 

And that he can run at all means a lot to the 
Colorado native, who played for Longmont High 
School. 

“Talways thought in the back of my mind that 
I could play here,” Chrisman said, after doing 
just that in the Huskers’ season-opening win 
over San Jose State. “Wyoming contacted me, 
and so did Montana State. Air Force talked to me, 
but I didn’t want to be in the military. I had it 
down to Wyoming and Montana State, and then 
Nebraska called.” 

But Nebraska called to offer a chance, no 
scholarship or anything. The Huskers are prone 
to switching high school quarterbacks and run- 
ning backs to receivers or defensive backs. Still, Chrisman 
came to Lincoln. 

“I wanted to play in the big time,” Chrisman said, 
this is it.” 

He’s also developed a very good relationship with Eric 
Crouch. The two are very much alike: Quiet, hard-nosed 
players who earn respect with actions rather than words. 

“T can’t think of anyone I respect more than | do Eric 
Crouch,” Chrisman said. “I'd like to be like him, not just 
because he’s the starter, but because of the leader and the 
kind of person he is.” 

Crouch, who in the preseason took time on several occa- 
sions to talk up Chrisman — and Lord — said that he sees a 
lot of himself in Chrisman. 

“He's kind of quiet, like I was,” Crouch said. “He’s the 
kind of person who has just great character. And for all the 
great things about playing here, one of the greatest things is 
that you get to meet people who have great character, like 
Joe.” 

Chrisman is only 5-foot-11 and 190 pounds. Physically, he 
reminds one of a more muscular Matt Turman, who found 
himself third team behind Tommie Frazier and Brook 
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Joe Chrisman played in 
three games as a fresh- 
man last season. 


Berringer, before getting sandwiched between Scott Frost 
and Frankie London the following two years. But Turman 
Was never a real threat to be the starter, not as long as there 
was a recruited player who had Division I size and skills on 
the roster. 

Not that Turman didn’t fill an important role, and not to 
undermine his real contribution to the Huskers during 
exceedingly difficult times. Nebraska was beset by injuries, 
and then bereft of any real talent behind Scott Frost. Tarman 
was an important part of the team. He just wasn’t ever a 
threat to be the starting quarterback. 

London didn’t develop into the quarterback Nebraska 
had hoped for, and certainly Lord is already light years 
ahead of that as a redshirt freshman. At 6-foot-2 and about 
200 pounds, Lord has great potential. London never really 
put on weight, and at 5-10, 180, could never have withstood 
the beating an option quarterback takes. 

But Chrisman isn’t discouraged, and he 
shouldn’t be. 

As stated, the option is tough on the body, 
especially since the quarterback also wears the 
target as holding the keys to the No. 1 machine 
in the country. So any quarterback at any time is 
susceptible, as we've seen, to the occasional 
injury. Even Chrisman himself can attest to that. 

Chrisman skills are very much Division L 
And with his speed to hit the corner and throw 
the ball, he could, depending on how things 
shake out, be “the man” at Nebraska some day. 
It’s not likely, but it is certainly possible. 

“Joe is a little diamond in the rough. You 
wouldn’t expect him to be that fast, but he'll beat 
you to the corner on the option,” said backup 
rush end Brandon Mooberry. “And he’s got a 
great arm. He’s a real good passer.” 

Solich dropped the first hint that Chrisman was the real 
deal at Big 12 Media Days in late July. Someone asked about 
Crouch’s only backup, Lord. Solich replied, “You have to 
mention Joe Chrisman. He'll figure into the mix, too.” 

He has, and more. His arm-strength and speed — he hits 
the corner on the option as fast as anyone, except perhaps 
Crouch — would make him a starting candidate at any 
Division I school, if he were just two or three inches taller. 

As it stands now, Chrisman enjoys competing every day 
for the No. 2 job. In fact, he just plain likes competing. 

“T still deal with the pain. It’s not going to go away,” 
Chrisman said. “That time I was out (injured and rehabbing) 
was just so tough physically and emotionally. But I'd do it all 
over again. I turned down several scholarships to come here, 
because this is what I want to be a part of.” 

And whether he starts, ends up third-team, or runs with 
the second team, he is a part of it. 


Bob Schaller covers the Huskers for the North Platte Telegraph 
and Scottsbluff Star-Herald. He can be reached at 
schallerrc@aol.com 


View From Top 
A Good One 


Davison says players come to Nebraska 
to have a shot at championship every year 


GETTING RANKED NO. 1 in the preseason 
college football polls ranks right up there 
with being put on the cover of Sports 
Illustrated. 

Yeah, it’s flattering, but either designation 
brings about an almost certain, if not imme- 
diate jinx. 

Supposedly. 

In Nebraska’s case, prior to this year the 
Cornhuskers were tabbed preseason No. 1 
by The Associated Press five times. And not once did they 
bring home the big prize at the end. 

The harsh history goes like this: 

— Nebraska’s first No. 1 ranking came right before the 
1965 season, when the Huskers spent most of the year No. 2 
or 3 while compiling a 10-0 record. But they finished with a 
loss to Alabama in the Orange Bowl. 

— In the 1972 season opener, unranked UCLA knocked 
NU from the top perch. 

— Then came a tie at unranked LSU to start 
the 1976 season. 

— In 1983, the Huskers came close to running 
the table as the nation’s top dog, winning 12 
straight games before losing a gut-wrencher to 
No. 5 Miami in the Orange Bowl. 

— Arizona State took its turn as spoiler in 
1996, blanking Nebraska in the second game of 
the season. 

Bet those memories were painful, huh. Well, 
take a deep breath and relax because here we go 
again. 

But if you're thinking the Huskers don’t want 
the burden that goes with being the favorite to 
make it to and win the 2001 Orange Bowl, you're 
wrong. In fact, this team probably would have 
been insulted if it hadn’t started the year on top. 

“The reason you come to a school like this is so that you 
have the opportunity to win a national championship every 
year,” senior split end Matt Davison said. “I think that brings 
out the best in all of us. 

“Why not start out No.1? You don’t have to move up, and 
we're going to get everyone’s best shot. That’s going to bring 
the best out in me and all the rest of the players. Some peo- 
ple never get a chance to be ranked No. 1, so why not start 
out there?” 

For starters, top-ranked teams usually get the benefit of 
the doubt from voters. Sure, there’s some pressure. When 
you're nearly a 50-point favorite — as NU was in its opener 
against San Jose State — you need to look impressive. 

But if you lose, and don’t look completely overmatched 
while doing so, you're probably not going to slide nearly as 
far down the ladder. Let's face it, as a group, the sports writ- 
ers who vote in the AP poll are a thick-headed (if not egotis- 
tical) bunch who like to be right. 

For the Huskers, the view from up top is a good one. 

“They relish the fact that they’re sitting on top of the 
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Matt Davison played 
on the 1997 champi- 
onship team as a true 
freshman. 


polls,” Coach Frank Solich said. “We certainly control our 
destiny, so there’s definitely some advantage to it.” 

Prior to this season, Nebraska had compiled a stunning 
40-6-1 record while playing as the nation’s top-ranked team. 
That's a winning percentage of .862. 

Asa No. 1, NU was 8-4 against ranked opposition and 32- 
2-1 against the unranked. 

“If you add up the times Nebraska has been upset, it’s 
probably minimal, and the reason for that is the time and 
effort put into it,” Solich said. 

Regardless of how often they hear how good they are, the 
Huskers know they get no help from fans or media when it 
comes to preparing for games. 

While quarterback Eric Crouch takes comfort in knowing 
that if Nebraska keeps winning, the national championship 
will take care of itself, he spends no time pondering all the 
possibilities. 

“They‘ve set us on the top, and that’s something that we 
don’t control. I think if we get mixed up in 
thinking about things that we don’t control, 
then you have problems,” he said. “But you can 
control taking care of the ball on Saturday and 
having fewer turnovers. You have control of 
going out and playing every down as hard as 
you can. 

“I've seen teams, I've heard coaches, I've 
heard players circle people on their schedule, 
and before they even get to them they’ve lost 
five or six games. To me, it doesn’t make sense. 
Why don’t you just play a game at a time?” 

Of course, because that’s the boring route to 
take, especially for media and fans who can’t 
help but point to the heavyweights on the 
schedule. But while they’re looking ahead to 
Texas or Kansas State or Colorado, a light- 
weight like Kansas could come out of nowhere 
and deliver a knockout punch. 

That’s why Nebraska, whether it’s preseason No. | or not, 
takes nothing for granted. 

It’s why the Huskers rarely get so careless they fall victim 
to their hype. 

“T think, generally, people that look at it (like wins are 
inevitable) don’t have a great feeling for what college foot- 
ball is all about anymore,” Solich said, “because everybody’s 
got athletes, and you can get beat by anybody.” 

Even for preseason No. 1s, that’s more a rule than an 
exception. 

You'd still be hard pressed to find a Husker who feels like 
this team is fighting a jinx. 

“The bar is raised higher this year,” Davison noted, “and 
that’s good.” 

He's right, you know. Why not start out No. 1? 


Curt McKeever is 2 sportswriter, covering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star. /n addition to 
reporting on football he is the primary beat writer for the 
men's basketball and baseball teams 


They’re much more than 
mesh practice jerseys 
to those who earn them 


andy Stella was overcome 
by emotion when Craig 
Bohl called his name. 

“T almost started cry- 
ing,” Stella said. 

Scott Shanle was more reserved. 
He just smiled. 

Demoine Adams also smiled 
when he heard his name, which was 
the last of the 14 Bohl called that 
Monday afternoon in late August. “It 
was like a shock,” said Adams. 

Two weeks before Nebraska’s 
opener against San Jose State, Bohl 
awarded the black practice jerseys 
worn by the first-team defense. And 
Stella, Shanle and Adams got them 
for the first time, becoming members 
of a select group with roots in the 
mid-1960s, the Blackshirts. 

Bohl’s presentation of the coveted 
jerseys in the South Stadium’s sec- 
ond-floor auditorium followed a 
special video on which Blackshirts 
such as Grant Wistrom, Jared 
Tomich, Jason and Christian Peter, 
Broderick Thomas and Neil Smith 
discussed what being a Blackshirt 
meant to them. 

All are former Cornhuskers. But 
there is no such thing as a “former” 
Blackshirt. Once a Blackshirt, always 
a Blackshirt. There is a unique bond 
among those who have worn them. 
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By Mike Babcock 


When Wistrom’s St. Louis Rams 
won the Super Bowl last January, “it 
was like every Blackshirt that has 
ever been here won the Super Bowl,” 
senior rush end Kyle Vanden Bosch 
said, repeating the video’s message. 
“You know what Grant went 
through because you’ve fought the 
same battles. 

“You've earned the same amount 
of respect he did.” 

When a Cornhusker pulls on a 
black practice jersey, he’s shoulder- 
ing nearly four decades of responsi- 
bility, according to Bohl, who’s in his 
first season as defensive coordinator. 


He walked on at Nebraska but his & 


career was cut short by injuries and 
he was never able to climb the depth 
chart and become a Blackshirt. Even 
so, he has an appreciation for its sig- 
nificance. 

“Our players recognize they're 
just not playing for the guys in the 
program now,” he said. “They’re 
playing for guys that played in the 
‘60s, ‘70s, ‘80s and ‘90s. I think in the 
‘90s, our football program went to a 
new level, and to a great degree, I 
think our defense played a big, big 
part.” 

To emphasize that, Bohl decided 
to conduct the brief ceremony at a 
pre-practice meeting of defensive 


players, with the video and the pres- 
entation of jerseys to individual play- 
ers. 

In recent seasons, the jerseys had 
been left in players’ lockers on the 
Monday before the opening game. In 
the mid-1960s, the jerseys were dis- 
tributed each day before practice. 

Back then, a player might have a 
Blackshirt one day but not the next, 
according to George Kelly, who was 
Bob Devaney’s defensive line coach 
from 1962 through 1968. 

The tradition began under Kelly 


shirts 


and has grown under former defen- 


sive coordinators Monte Kiffin, 
Lance Van Zandt and Charlie 
McBride, Bohl’s immediate prede- 
cessor. 

The black practice jerseys were 
“something to rally around,” Kelly 
said. They have come to represent 
something far greater, something 
difficult if not impossible to express. 
Hence, the video. 

“It’s hard to put into words the sig- 
nificance of a Blackshirt, the amount 
of pride it brings,” said Vanden 


Starting linebackers Scott Shanle (sec- 
ond from left) and Carlos Polk (right) 
wear their Blackshirts during a recent 
practice. Backup linebackers Rod Baker 
(left) and Jamie Burrow (second from 
right) wear gold jerseys. 


Bosch, who got one for the first time 
prior to his junior season. 

Stella, a junior weakside line- 
backer from Omaha, tried to put 
those feelings into words. 

“There’s not even black in our uni- 
forms. We’re red and white,” he said. 
“But when you throw on that black 
jersey, boy, you know it’s part of that 
team. It’s a different part of the 
whole thing. 

“It’s a black jersey. It has a history 
behind it. And we’re all down with 
that.” 

Stella had a sense of the signifi- 
cance when he played at Benson 
High School. “We tried to copy the 
Blackshirt style,” he said. “But it 
wasn’t the same thing. I know the 
real feeling now.” 

Shanle, a sophomore strongside 
linebacker, had a “basic sense” of the 
Blackshirt tradition before walking 
on, after growing up in Nebraska 
and playing eight-man football in St. 
Edward. “I’ve been a big Husker 
fan,” he said. “And when you get 
here, you learn about it a little bit 
more. 

“But you never truly learn about it 
until you have that Blackshirt and 
you're in there, hearing guys from 
the past talk about it. That’s when 
you really know how very special it 
is. 

Adams, a sophomore rush end, 
knew about the Blackshirts soon 
after arriving from Pine Bluff, Ark. 
But his appreciation for the tradition 
didn’t take hold until two-a-day 
practices in August. 

Before then, “I was just trying to 
get fitted into the system,” he said. 

When he arrived at the South 


Stadium the day Bohl distributed the 
Blackshirts, Adams was surprised to 
find no practice jersey in his locker, 
“so I knew something was going 
on,” he said. 

“T kind of looked at other people’s 
lockers and noticed they didn’t have 
any. I just thought maybe they were 
getting all the yellow jerseys ready 
(to distribute). I had no idea this was 
going to happen.” 

Second-team defensive players 
wear yellow or gold contrast jerseys 
in practice. 

Rush ends Chris Kelsay, Justin 
Smith and J.P. Wichmann all 
received gold jerseys. Had it been 
Adams’ decision, those three would 
have gotten black jerseys, too. “I 
thought all of us deserved one, all 
four of us because we all worked 
hard and we were all on the same 
level,” he said. 

That’s the Blackshirt mindset. 
Black practice jersey or gold, “every 
time you step on the field on defense 
for Nebraska, you’d better play like a 
Blackshirt,” said Vanden Bosch. 

On game day, the only colors are 
scarlet and white. “It’s all love on the 
team,” Stella said. “We take care of 
each other. When we step on the 
field, we're all wearing the same 
color.” 

The Blackshirts also are responsi- 
ble for taking care of those who pre- 
ceded them. 

“T don’t want to let them down,” 
said Stella. “When it’s on TV, they’re 
watching, seeing what the 
Blackshirts do. They don’t know 
who I am, but they know I’m start- 
ing, (that) I’ve got a Blackshirt. So 
I’ve got to go ahead and represent 
for the old guys, too, (guys) that 
don’t know anything about me.” 

A Blackshirt is much more than a 
mesh jersey to those who earn them. 

“T don’t want to take it off,” Stella 
said on the day he got one for the 
first time. ll 
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A Prominent Place 


he black mesh jersey shows its age, as well as the 
wear and tear of countless practices. Jeff Jamrog 
last wore it in late December of 1987, prior to the 
Fiesta Bowl game. 

The jersey has been stored in a box since then, along with 
other mementos from Jamrog’s career as a defensive end on 
the Nebraska football team. However, “I think it’s coming 
out of retirement,” said Jamrog, who is in his first season as 
the Cornhuskers’ defensive line coach. 

He plans to display the jersey, along with the No. 80 
Nebraska game jerseys he has, in a glass case at home, even 
though “my wife and kids kind of give me a hard time,” he 
said. 

That’s because the practice jersey will have a prominent 
place in the planned display. 

“T would say that Blackshirt is probably No. 1, the most 
special thing I still have from playing,” Jamrog said. “Next, 
probably, would be the helmet they gave all the seniors. 

“T still have the old mouthpiece, hanging on the helmet. 

Jamrog received a black practice jersey for the first time 
toward the end of his junior season, when he began alternat- 
ing with starter Tony Holloway at right defensive end. 

He had a Blackshirt throughout his senior season, as a 
starter. 

Back then, there was no ceremony for the awarding of 
Blackshirts. Equipment manager Glenn Abbott simply hung 
them in lockers. When a player got one for the first time, 


” 


“you just wanted to make sure Glenn put it in the right lock- 
er,” said Jamrog. “But I guess you knew because it had the 
number.” 

The quality of the practice jerseys has improved since he 
played, according to Jamrog. “They’re a little nicer now,” he 
said. “Adidas makes them and does an awful nice job.” 

He earned a scholarship after walking on at Nebraska fol- 
lowing a multi-sport career at Elkhorn, Neb., Mt. Michael 
High School, and was an Academic All-American as a sen- 
ior. But earning the Blackshirt was “probably one of the 
biggest things I accomplished on the field,” he said. 

“Tt meant you were one of the top guns, so to speak.” 

Now, he’s responsible for deciding which defensive tack- 
les get Blackshirts. Though there are only two interior 
starters, he awarded three black practice jerseys prior to the 
start of the season. 

Loran Kaiser, Jeremy Slechta and Jason Lohr all have 

started. “That’s why we did it with those guys,” Jamrog 
said. “Who do you start? It’s so close. It’s like a coin flip. 
“So I think it’s good to give a Blackshirt (to each of them).” 
In rare instances, players have lost Blackshirts because of a 
dropoff in their performance. 
But “you have to be careful as a coach that the player is real- 
ly not playing at the Blackshirt level before you pull one. It 
can be very depressing if you think you're doing OK and 
then see a gold (practice) jersey hanging in your locker,” said 
Jamrog. “It can be very devastating.” 
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Backup split end 
Beveridge accepts 
anonymous role 


om Beveridge shared a learn- 

ig ing experience with Ron 

Brown, his position coach, dur- 

ing the summer before his junior sea- 
son on the Nebraska football team. 

“Tt taught me a lot,” Brown said 
recently. 

“And I think it taught him a lot, 
too.” 

“It” was a meeting between the two, 
a common off-season occurrence for 
players and coaches. 

The way Brown regards the meeting 
now, Beveridge was struggling with 
his football identity, “wondering a little 
bit about his role and kind of where he 
fit in,” said Brown. 

His role to that point had been 
insignificant. The walk-on wide receiv- 
er from Sutherland, Neb., had played 
briefly in seven games as a redshirted 
freshman but in only three as a sopho- 
more. 

The insecurities to which most stu- 
dent-athletes are susceptible at one 
time or another during their careers 
had become a serious issue for 
Beveridge. His confidence was suffer- 
ing. 

At least Brown suspected that was 
the case. And he should have noticed. 
“One of the dilemmas in coaching is, 
there needs to be a balance between 
production and people orientation,” he 
said. “A lot of times, leaders have a ten- 
dency to be so production oriented 
they forget about people. 

“Of course, on the other hand, if 
you're too people-oriented, you don’t 
have any sense for production and 
you're just a nice guy. So there’s got to 
be a balance. 

“But at times you can actually not 
notice a player the way you need to.” 

What Brown hadn’t seen in 
Beveridge was the ability to block. That 
was understandable. Beveridge played 
receiver in high school, and “we threw 
about half the time,” Beveridge said. 

Though he has good hands, “he 
doesn’t have the greatest speed in the 
world,” said Brown. And that became a 
hindrance to his getting on the field in 
a significant way. 
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A Learning Experience 


decals ’ 


Since the meeting, he has turned 
himself into a “vicious blocker,” Brown 
said. “He’s had some of the biggest 
knockout type hits. He will drill you. 
And he’s looking to do that.” 

Beveridge has accepted his role, as 
well as the anonymity that goes with it. 
Being a receiver at Nebraska, particu- 
larly one whose primary responsibility 
is to block, lacks glamour. 

Beveridge plays without complaint, 
and without benefit of a scholarship. 

He has paid his own way for four 
years, and he’ll continue to pay this 
fall. 

“My parents were good about get- 
ting an account set up so I had the 
money to go to college, so I didn’t have 
to take out student loans. That helped a 
lot. I’m really happy about that.” 

Beveridge has the perfect disposi- 
tion for a walk-on, or a scholarship ath- 
lete for that matter. He admits his limi- 
tations and makes the most of the abil- 
ities he has. Brown calls that finding a 
niche. 

“T talk to my guys a lot about coach- 


ability, being coachable, feeling like 
you don’t have all the answers,” said 
Brown. “It’s pretty hard for the guys 
that are considered well-known, popu- 
lar players, who play a lot, get the ball 
a fair amount. Maybe they start to 
think they’ve got all the answers. 

“T think Tom Beveridge epitomizes 
the kind of hunger and the attention 
span and the ‘sticktoitiveness’ that you 
need from every player . . . we’ve been 
blessed in that way here at Nebraska.” 

Commitment alone hasn’t gotten 
Beveridge on the field, however. 
Brown still expects him to produce. 

People orientation or not, “we're 
not just going to put people on the field 
because we want to do them a favor,” 
said Brown. “Tom knows he’s going to 
have to compete every practice.” 

Talking to Brown has been crucial to 
his survival and success, Beveridge 
said. “Coach Brown is just real honest, 
straight-forward. He doesn’t beat 
around the bush. He tells it like it is.” 

And Beveridge has proven he can 
handle the truth. 


h * Pee OSE d ceptions 


Nebraska linebacker Randy Stella 
' Ma sacks Notre Dame quarterback 
a Arnaz Battle for a 6-yard loss. 
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You Gotta 
Have Heart 


Husker Player of the Game 


They Had 
A Chance 


Frank Solich liked the odds. “If 
you get people out in front of Eric 
Crouch, you probably have a 
chance,” he said after Nebraska’s 
27-24 overtime victory against 
Notre Dame. 

The Cornhusker coach was 
referring specifically to Couch’s 7- 
yard touchdown run in overtime, 
as well as to Crouch’s running in 
general. But he also was ready to 
defend Crouch’s passing. 

If he thought Crouch couldn't 
throw the ball, “we wouldn’t have 
thrown it on third-and-9,” he said, 
referring to a pass to tight end 
Tracey Wistrom for a 9-yard gain 
to keep Nebraska alive in over- 
time. 

Crouch might have thrown 
more against Notre Dame, “but 
there was a stretch in the ballgame 
where I thought we were moving 
the ball on the ground fairly well,” 
Solich said. 

The Cornhuskers rushed for 162 
yards in the first half, with Crouch 
gaining 89. 

He ran for 62 of those yards for 


Stories by Mike Babcock 


Eric Crouch 


Nebraska’s first touchdown, on a 
trap option. 

But that success on the ground 
“went away,” said Solich. 

Crouch had a net of minus-9 
yards rushing in the second half, 
as a result of being sacked three 
times for 24 yards in losses. But he 
scored three touchdowns, includ- 
ing the game-winner. 

“We knew the ball was going to 
me from the start,” he said. 

And Solich likes Nebraska’s 
chances when he has the ball with 
blockers in front of him. 


Photos by Scott Bruhn 


Determined 
Huskers work 
overtime to 
avoid upset 


uck of the Irish? Well, 
what about Husker 
heart? 

“The heart the guys 
on this team have is 
about as big as that 
Golden Dome _ out 
there,” Loran Kaiser said. “You know 
you have it in games like this. It comes 
out.” 

By Kaiser’s reckoning, top-ranked 
Nebraska wouldn’t have escaped 
South Bend, Ind., with a 27-24 over- 
time victory against Notre Dame with- 
out heart. 

And that heart was manifested in 
many ways in the shadow of the 
Golden Dome. 

It could be seen in the determina- 
tion of Cornhusker quarterback Eric 
Crouch, who willed his way 7 yards 
into the corner of the north end zone 
for the victory. 

“When I saw the end zone, I knew I 
had to get in there,” he said. 

The touchdown was his third of the 
game. 

The Cornhuskers’ heart could be 
seen in the determination of tight end 
Tracey Wistrom, who teamed with 
Crouch on a 9-yard pass play to keep 
their drive alive in the overtime. 

They faced third-and-9 at the 24- 
yard line. And without the completion, 
the burden of forcing a second over- 


Husker linebackers Carlos Polk (top) and Scott Shanle (bottom) combine to take down Notre Dame tailback Julius Jones. 


time would have depended on a Josh 
Brown field goal. 

“To me, that was the biggest play of 
the game,” Crouch said. 

Even though he was the primary 
receiver on the play, with the split end 
as a second choice, “I didn’t think he 
(Crouch) would throw it to me,” said 
Wistrom. “But he stuck with me.” 


Crouch, who completed 7-of-15 
passes for 103 yards with one intercep- 
tion and three sacks, not only stuck 
with Wistrom, he put the ball where it 
needed to be. 

“I'd like to say it was a lot harder 
than it was,” Wistrom said. 

Nebraska’s heart also was apparent 
in the determination of defensive tz 


le Jeremy Slechta, who sacked Notre 
Dame quarterback Arnaz Battle on 
third-and-goal from the Cornhusker 4- 
yard line in overtime to force the Irish 
to settle for a 29-yard Nick Setta field 
goal. 

hough Crouch would have voted 
for Wistrom’s catch as the game’s 
biggest play, Kaiser would have credit- 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 19 


ed Slechta with that distinction. “He 
came through big,” said Kaiser. 

Catching Battle was no small 
accomplishment. The junior from 
Shreveport, La., whom Nebraska 
recruited, finished with 107 rushing 
yards on 14 carries. 

“I was just doing what I was sup- 
posed to do,” said Slechta, who went 
to the outside in pursuit of Battle after 
rush end Kyle Vanden Bosch tried to 
split a double-team. 

The play surprised him, Slechta 
said. “I was expecting a power play.” 

Whatever the expectations, 
Cornhusker defensive coordinator 
Craig Bohl was pleased with the result. 
“| was waiting for somebody to make a 
play on that deal,” he said. 

“We pretty much came with the 
kitchen sink.” 

Slechta downplayed his contribu- 
tion to the victory. 

“The sad part is, I think it was the 
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only tackle I made all day,” he said. 

He was being overly modest. The 
official statistics credited him with 
three. 

That Nebraska would have to show 
its heart in order to avoid the upset 
was in large part the result of poor spe- 
cial teams play. Notre Dame respond- 
ed to the Cornhuskers’ third touch- 
down with a 100-yard kickoff return 
for a score and tied the game with an 
83-yard punt return for a touchdown. 

Without those — breakdowns, 
Nebraska might have been breathing 
easily by the fourth quarter. 

Julius Jones had the kickoff return, 
to revive the sagging emotions of 
Fighting Irish faithful with 8:30 
remaining in the third quarter, after 
Dan Alexander’s 28-yard touchdown 
run had increased the Cornhuskers’ 
14-7 halftime lead to a seemingly com- 
fortable 21-7. 

Then Joey Getherall heightened the 
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upset frenzy with his punt return with 
12:48 remaining in the fourth quarter. 
Nebraska Coach Frank Solich said he 
would have to study videotape of the 
kick returns to be sure, but “standing 
on the sideline, it looked like about a 
complete collapse. You’ve got to play 
in all three areas, and we're going to 
have to pick it up in one area, big 
time.” 

The ability to battle through such 
adversity reflects well on Nebraska, 
according to Solich. “I don’t think an 
average football team could have come 
back,” he said. 

“T feel excellent about our football 
team.” 

A reporter suggested that the 
Cornhuskers’ No. 1 ranking might be 
in jeopardy. 

“I know where they are in my 
mind,” Solich said. 

Crouch didn’t think the narrow vic- 
tory was a sign of weakness either. 


“We're still climbing,” he said. “We 
haven’t fallen down. We haven't fallen 
back.” 

Notre Dame managed only 224 
yards, including 184 rushing, and 11 
first downs, evidence of improved play 
by Nebraska's defense. “Defense-wise, 
we shut ‘em down,” middle linebacker 
Carlos Polk said, adding that because 
of the kick-return touchdowns, “the 
score is lying a little bit.” 

The Cornhuskers came away with 
more than a victory, according to 
Crouch. 

“This shows a lot about our team,” 
he said. “A lot of teams would have 
folded.” 

A weary Wistrom smiled. He didn’t 
think the luck of the Irish had anything 
to do with the game. 

“We knew we'd get their best shot,” 
he said. 

Nebraska was still standing after 
their best shot, proof that it’s better to 
be good than lucky. Hf 


Notes And Quotes From The Notre Dame Game 


BY HOOK OR BY CROOK 

An estimated 20,000 to 25,000 Nebraska fans were among a record-tying capac- 
ity crowd of 80,232 at Notre Dame Stadium. The sellout was Notre Dame’s 151st in 
a row and 199th in the last 200 games at home. “It really seemed like they had a 
lot of fans here,” said Notre Dame Coach Bob Davie. 

Nebraska's allotment was only 4,000 tickets, but several times that many were 
in the stadium. 

“It looked like they either stole tickets or beat up people outside,” quarterback 
Eric Crouch said. 

Cornhusker coach Frank Solich wasn’t all that surprised by the number of fans 
in red. “I've lived in Nebraska for over 30 years,” he said. “It’s amazing how they 
have followed this program. 

“No matter where we go, they’re there. 

“Somehow, some way, they find a way to get here and get in the stadium.” 


SURPRISE, SURPRISE 
The Cornhuskers caught Notre Dame off-balance when Crouch passed to tight 
end Tracey Wistrom for a first down on third-and-9 at the 24-yard line in overtime. 
“| thought they were going with a quarterback draw or to the fullback,” said 
Davie, who described the 9-yard pass as “the most critical play of the game.” 


COIN TOSS 

Nebraska won the coin toss to begin the overtime and elected to go on defense 
first. Each team gets the ball at the 25-yard line and can pick up first downs. If the 
score is tied after the first overtime, a second is played. After the second, if a team 
scores a touchdown, it must attempt a two-point conversion. 

Notre Dame chose to defend the north end zone, where Notre Dame students 
filled the lower stands. 

Going on defense first, “| always think that’s a little bit of an advantage,” Solich 
said. 

The Cornhuskers are now 3-0 in overtime games, defeating Colorado 33-30 last 
season and Missouri 45-38 in 1997. Notre Dame is 0-3 in overtime games, losing 
two in 1996. 


LET IT RUN 

Notre Dame got the ball back at its own 30-yard line following a Dan Hadenfeldt 
punt with 1:07 remaining in regulation with the score tied at 21. But Davie had 
quarterback Arnaz Battle carry twice before letting time run out. That decision drew 
a smattering of boos from the crowd. 

Solich, however, didn’t dispute Davie's decision. “In overtime, everybody starts 
off even,” he said. “And it wasn’t like they were just driving the ball on us.” 

Solich was asked if winning in overtime was more cause for relief than cele- 
bration for the No. 1-ranked Cornhuskers. “If there’s no elation, then something’s 
wrong,” he replied. “And if there’s no sense of relief, then something's wrong. So 
| think there’s a little bit of both.” 

Was he happy that his team had passed a big test, he was asked. 

“Personally, I’d like to go throughout the season without any tests,” he said. 


BRIEFLY NOTED 

— Nebraska is the first No. 1-ranked team to win at Notre Dame stadium since 
1968, when Purdue defeated the Fighting Irish 37-22. 

— The Nebraska-Notre Dame series is now tied at 7-7-1. The teams play in 
Lincoln next season. The victory was the Cornhuskers’ first at South Bend, where 
they had been 0-3. 

— Nebraska extended its winning streak to eight games, and five against ranked 
opponents. 

— The Notre Dame sports information office issued 821 media credentials, a 
record for Notre Dame Stadium. The previous record was 810, issued for the 
Florida State game in 1993. Coach Lou Holtz’s team upset the No. 1-ranked 
Seminoles that day, 31-24. 


THEY SAID 

— Notre Dame free safety Tony Driver on the loss: “It was like a balloon deflat- 
ed.” 

— Notre Dame offensive guard Mike Gandy on Nebraska: “They came off the 
ball fast. Their defensive line got good penetration. They're a good squad. We've 
got a good squad. We've just got to smooth things out a little bit and come back 
and do what we know we can do.” 

— Nebraska I-back Dan Alexander, who rushed for 112 yards and a touchdown, 
on Notre Dame’s mystique: “! wasn’t worried about the mystique or legends. | was 
worried about their players.” 
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Big 12 
Standings 
North 
Conf. All 
Kansas State 0 0 2:* 90 
Nebraska 0 0 ze * GQ 
lowa State 0 0 Za > 
Missouri 0 0 1 i 
Kansas 0 0 0 1 
Colorado 0 0 0» 2 
South 
Conf. All 
Texas Tech 0 0 sy 0 
Oklahoma 0 0 Zz. 0 
Baylor 0 0 7 6a 
Oklahoma State 0 0 1 <@ 
Texas 0 0 1 0 
Texas A&M 0 0 1” 


Sept. 9 results 
Nebraska 27, Notre Dame 21, overtime 


Southern Cal 17, Colorado 14 
lowa State 37, UNLV 22 
Clemson 62, Missouri 9 
Oklahoma 45, Arkansas State 7 
Oklahoma State 36, Tulsa 26 
Texas 52, Louisiana-Lafayette 10 
Texas A&M 51, Wyoming 3 
Texas Tech 13, North Texas 7 


Aug. 26 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 18 


Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 18 


Upcoming 
Opponents’ 
Schedules 


lowa (0-2) 
vs. Kansas St., L 27-7 


Western Michigan, L 27-21 
lowa State 

at Nebraska 

at Indiana 
Michigan State 

at Illinois 

Ohio State 
Wisconsin 

at Penn State 
Northwestern 

at Minnesota 
Missouri (1-1) 
Western Illinois, W 50-20 
at Clemson, L 62-9 
Michigan State 

at Nebraska 
Oklahoma State 
Kansas 

at Texas 

at lowa State 
Colorado 

at Baylor 

Kansas State 


lowa 
Sept. 23 


Location: lowa City, lowa 
Enrollment: 28,705 

1999 record: 1-10 

Coach: Kirk Ferentz, 2nd 

year 

Series: Nebraska leads 25-12-3 


Time TBA 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln 


Hawkeye to Watch 


Quarterback Scott Mullen, a 6- 
foot-6, 220-pound senior, started the 
final five games last season. Despite 
missing most of the spring because 
of a lingering 
shoulder injury, 

Mullen kept the 
starting job and 
has completed 
33 of 62 passes 
for 390 yards 
and two touch- 
downs in the 
first two games. 

Mullen rallied © 
the Hawkeyes in the second half of 
their surprising loss to Western 
Michigan, throwing a 75-yard touch- 
down pass to Kahlil Hill and a 6-yard 
scoring strike and two-point conver- 
sion to Kevin Kasper, which made 
the score 24-21 with 4:22 remaining 
in the third quarter. 

Western Michigan added a field 
goal in the fourth quarter and held 
on to win. 


Quick Facts 


The loss to Western Michigan 
gave the Hawkeyes an 0-2 start. It is 
the first time lowa has opened 0-2 in 
consecutive years since 1970-71. 

It’s been a rough start for 
Coach Kirk Ferentz, who took over 
for longtime Coach Hayden Fry after 
the 1998 season. The Hawkeyes 
went 1-10 last season, losing their 
last eight games after a 24-0 win 
over Northern Illinois. 


Missouri 
Sept. 30 


Location: Columbia, Mo. 
Enrollment: 22,723 
1999 record: 4-7 ’ 


Coach: Larry Smith, 7th 
year 
Series: Nebraska leads 58-32-3 


Time TBA 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln 


= . 


SE 3 Kahlil Hill* 6-3 
Ryan Barton** 6-1 

\T 72 Bruce Nelson* 6-4 
65 Ben Sobieski** 6-5 

LG 64 Pete Traynor 6-3 
56  =Eric Steinbach* 67 

C 52 A.J. Blazek* 6-2 
56 EricSteinbach* 6-7 

RG 74 A.Cunningham** 6-4 
75 Kory Borchers 6-6 

RT 73 David Porter 6-7 
76 Sam Aiello 6-5 

TE 85 Robert Gallery 6-7 
78 Kyle Trippeer 6-4 

QB 18 Scott Mullen** 6-6 
4 Kyle McCann** 65 
RB 46 Ladell Betts** 5-11 
15 Robbie Crockett* 6-0 

FB 47 Jeremy Allen** 6-1 
45 Henry Pollio 6-2 

WR 87 Kevin Kasper** 6-1 
Chris Oliver** 6-2 

PK 95 Nate Kaeding 6-0 


Anthony Herron*** 
Howard Hodges 
Jerry Montgomery** 
Jared Clauss 
Derrick Pickens* 
Colin Cole* 

Aaron Kampman** 
Cody O'Hare** 
LeVar Woods** 
Grant Steen 

Mike Dolezal** 
Roger Meyer** 
Derrick Davison” 
Fred Barr* 

Tim Dodge* 

Matt Stockdale** 
Mikkel Brown* 
Marqueas M rin 
Ryan Hansen** 
Robertto Rickards* 
Shane Hall** 
Vincent Wilson* 
Jason Baker*** 
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HAWKS ARE THE MAIN COURSE AT THE 
ALL-DAY HUSKER TAILGATE PARTY! 


Brian Hill 
Editor 

Let's see, last year it was 42-7 
at lowa City. This year’s game is 
in the friendly confines of 
Memorial Stadium, and Nebraska 
has had a week off to recover 
from the trip to South Bend. The 
Hawkeyes have improved, but 
still have a long way to go. 
Nebraska 59, lowa 16 


Mike Babcock 
Contributing Editor 

Assuming there isn't a signifi- 
cant emotional letdown following 
the Notre Dame game, the 
Cornhuskers should make short 
work of an overmatched lowa 
team. Look for the kind of game 
that will convince lowa officials 
that there is nothing to be gained 
by including Nebraska on future 
schedules, natural rivalry or not. 
Nebraska 63, lowa 7 


Bob Schaller 
Contributing Writer 

There’s not much left of the 
once proud University of lowa 
program. Though it might be on 
the way back up, this weekend 
won't be one of the season high- 
lights. Rebuilding teams should 
be feasting on creampuffs, and 
shouldn't include the Huskers as 
part of the diet. Nebraska 52, 
lowa 12 


Terry Douglass 
Grand Island (Neb.) 
Independent 
Sports Editor 
Playing a school from a major 
conference can always be a chal- 
lenge, but let's face it, lowa has 
slipped to a level where it must be 
considered Big Ten Lite. Nebraska 
will think Hawkeye tastes great — 
and is less filling. Nebraska 57, 
lowa 21 
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Nebraska vs. Notre Dame 
Sept. 9, 2000 * South Bend, Ind. 


Nebraska 


First Downs 20 
Rushing 14 7 
Passing 5 iz 
Penalty 1 2 
Rushing Attempts 59 40 
Yards Gained Rushing 304 198 
Yards Lost Rushing 30 14 
Net Yards Rushing 274 184 
Net Yards Passing 103 40 
Passes Attempted 15 15 
Passes Completed 7 3 
Had Intercepted 1 1 
Total Plays 74 55 
Total Net Yards 377 224 
Avg. Gain Per Play 5.1 4.1 
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 1-0 
Penalties-Yards 6-44 7-65 
Punts-Yards 7-292 7-271 
Avg. Per Punt 41.7 38.7 
Punt Returns-Yards 4-16 4-113 
Interceptions-Yards 1-5 1-0 
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 2-45 4-204 
Possession Time 36:06 23:54 


Emdiwidual Leaders 


Name Yds. ypc LNG TD 
Alexander, D. a 112 4.7 28 1 
Crouch, E. 16 80 5.0 62 3 
Buckhalter, C. g 43 4.8 18 0 
Miller, W. 6 17 2.8 5 Vv 
Davies, J. 2 15 7.5 13 0 
Newcombe, B. 2 7 3.5 6 0 
Name C-A-I Pet. TD 
Crouch, E. 15-7-1 46.7 ‘08 0 
RECEIVING 
Name No. Yds. ypc LNG TD 
Davison, M. 2 29 14.5 18 0 
Wistrom, T. 2 26 13.0 7 0 
Newcombe, B. 1 36 36.0 36 0 
Buckhalter, C. 1 9 9.0 9 0 
Alexander, D. 1 3 3.0 3 0 
Name No. Yds. Avg. LNG 
Hadenfeldt, D. 7 292 417 49 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Newcombe, B. 2 16 8.0 9 0 
Walker, J. 2 0 0.0 0 0 
ae KICKOFF RET URNS ie 
ds. 
Walker J. — 3 ye. 4 is 0 
DEFENSE 

lame FL Int. Sacks 
Shanle, S 4 | 7 1-1 0 0 
Stella, R 4 2 6 1-6 0 1-6 
Polk, C 3) 2. 36 +0 0 0 
Kaiser, L. 3 3 6 2 0 0 
Lohr, J 3 4 9 0 0 
Walker, J 3 1 4 0 1-5 0 
Craver, K 1 3.4 #0 0 0 
Groce, D. 3 eS Oo 0 0 
Slechta, J. 1 2 3 1-7 0 1-7 
Finley, C. 1 1) 2 0 0 0 
Hadenfeldt, D. 1 7 2 @ 0 0 
Wichmann, J.P. OY wv 2 8 0 0 
Booker, D er eae 0 0 
Nelson, C. 0 2 2 10 i) 0 
Clanton, J. 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Adams, D, 1 0.61 it] 0 0 
Vanden Bosch, K. 0 1 1 it) 0 .t} 
Swiney, E. 0 : 0 0 0 
Watchorn, T. tt) ww od SD 0 0 
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NU — Eric Crouch 62-yard 
run (Josh Brown kick) 

ND — Tony Fisher 2-yard 
run (Nick Setta kick) 

NU — Crouch 1-yard run 
(Brown kick) 

NU — Dan Alexander 28- 
yard run (Brown kick) 

ND — Julius Jones 100- 
yard kickoff return (Setta kick) 

ND — Joey Getherall 83- 
yard punt return (Setta kick) 

NU — Crouch 7-yard run 
(no conversion) 


Att. — 80,232 
Temp. — 80 


NOTRE DAME 


RUSHING 
Name Yds. ypc LNG TD 
Battle, A. at 107 7.6 44 0 
Jones, J. 15 52 3.5 1 0 
Fisher, T. 6 11 1.8 5 1 
Howard, T. 2 6 3.0 4 0 
Lopienski, T. 2 4 2.0 4 0 
Getherall, J. 1 4 4.0 4 0 
Name C-A-I Pet. Yds. TD 
Battle, A. 15-3- 20.0 40 0 
Name No. Yds. ypc LNG TD 
Holloway, J. 1 25 25.0 25: 0 
Givens, D. 1 9 9.0 9 0 
Howard, T. 1 6 6.0 6 0 
PUNTING 
Name No. Yds. Avg. LNG 
Hildbold, J. 7 271 38,7 50 
PUNT RETURNS 
YPR LNG TD 
Getherall, J. S ‘3 83.0 83 1 
Jones, J 3 30 10.0 16 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Jones, J. z 145 72.55 100 1 
Givens, D. 2 59 29.5 41 0 
DEFENSE 
Name UT Int. Sacks 
Denman, A. 8 a B 2 7 0 1-6 
Driver, T. 3 rf 0 0 
Boiman, R. 5 4 91-12 0 1-12 
Walton, S. 5 2. Fe 10 1-0 0 
Weaver, A 2 § Tf. 1-1 0 0 
ree, L. oe: Soe It tt) 0 
Wi liams, B 4 yO Ta LY] 0 
Sapp, G. 3 2 ‘& Ja1 0 0 
Harrison, T. 2 TT a 0 0 
Roberts, R. 2 2 4 1-6 0 1-6 
Scott, B.J. 1 2 3 13 0 0 
Israel, R. 2 0 cae” a 0 0 
Wisne, A. 1 the, 0 0 
Jones, J. 1 |B 0 0 
Irons, G. 1 | as | 0 0 0 
Yura, C. 1 ® 3 0 0 0 
Jefferson, C. 1 1 OG (a 0 0 
Francis, D. 0 A 1 0 0 0 
McNew, M. 0 t, 6) 0 0 0 


Nebraska defensive tackle Jeremy Slechta 
gets a hand on Notre Dame quarterback 
Arnaz Battle. Slechta had three tackles, 
including one sack. 


Name G YPG 1D 
Alexander, D. 2 160.0 3 
Buckhalter, C. 2 80.0 i) 
Crouch, E. 2 68.5 6 
Miller, W. 2 34.0 0 
Lord, J. i 4 27.0 0 
Davies, J. 2 4 25 12.5 0 
Diedrick, D. 1 5 12 12.0 1 
Miller, R. 1 1 9 9.0 0 
Grixby, D 1 1 9 9.0 0 
Newcombe, B. 2 2 7 3.5 0 
Davis, J. 1 1 3 3.0 0 
Collins, T. 1 2 2 2.0 0 
Name G C-A-| Pct. Yds. TD 
Crouch, E. 2 11-25-3 44.0 170 1 
Cord, J. 1 1-3-4 33.3 24. «0 
Name G No. Yds. YPC YPG TD 
Wistrom, T. 2 4 77 19.3 38.5 1 
Newcombe, B. 2 3 54 18.0 27.0 0 
Davison, M. 2 3) 5 17.0 25.5 i) 
Buckhalter, C. 2 1 9 9.0 4.5 0 
Alexander, D. 2 1 3 3.0 15 0 
Name G Att. Good Long 
Brown, J. it) 0 0 
Name No. Yds. Avg. LNG 
Hadenfeldt, D. 7 292 41. 49 
Brown, J. 1 28 28.0 28 
Name G FL Int. S/Y¥ds. 
Polk, C. 2 a a 0 0 0 
Stella, R. 2 vhk 3 10 1-6 0 1-6 
Shanle, S. 2. ES SY Bw A1<7 0 0 
Walker, J TIN Ce No: 0 15 0 
Kaiser, L 2 * SR OS 0 0 0 
Lohr, J. 2G TST 0 ) 
Slechta, J. + a a eS 17 0 1-7 
Groce, 2 Bo ais 0 0 0 
Craver, K Seve 9 o ) 0 0 
Booker, D. A i PN tt) 0 0 
Finley, C. 2. BO A “Es 0 0 
Wichmann, J.P. 2.52, 12. 8 1-1 0 0 
Nelson, C. a eke 4! 0 0 0 
Vanden Bosch, K. 2 O't 2S 0 0 0 
TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Total Offensive Yards 973 570 

Plays 147 121 

Average Per Play 6.6 4.7 

Average Per Game 481.5 285.0 
Net Rushing Yards 779 377 

Attempts 119 69 

TDs Rushing 10 1 
Net Passing Yards 194 193 

Completions 12 17 

Average Per Pass 6.9 3.7 

Average Per Catch 16.2 11.4 

Average Per Game 97.0 96.5 

TDs Passing 1 2 
Sacks By-Yards 2-13 3-24 
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 1-0 
Penalties-Yards 10-75 19-130 
Scoring ist 2nd 3rd 4th 
NU 21 21 27 7 6 76 
Opponents 6 7 14 7 3 37 
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Talented Rodgers 
wanted to go 
to Southern Cal, 
but the Trojans 
backed off 


By Mike Babcock 


f not for Dick Davis and 
Mike Green, Johnny 
Rodgers probably would- 
n't have played football at 
Nebraska. He would have 
gone elsewhere. But like 
Rodgers, Davis and Green 
were from Omaha. And 
they persuaded him to follow in 
their footsteps and become a 
Cornhusker. 

Davis, an all-conference fullback, 
finished in 1968, while Green, who 
played halfback and fullback for 
Coach Bob Devaney, was a senior 
co-captain in 1969, Rodgers’ fresh- 
man year. 

The persuasive powers of Davis 
and Green wouldn’t have been suf- 
ficient to get Rodgers to Nebraska, 
however, if Southern California had 
been willing to offer him a scholar- 
ship. ; 

“That’s where I wanted to go,” 
Rodgers has said. “If USC hadn’t 
backed off, there probably wouldn’t 
have been anything anybody could 
have done (to get him to become a 
Cornhusker).” 

Rodgers’ decision wasn’t based 
on state loyalty. He was interested 
in going to what he considered the 
best program. And “Southern Cal 
was like what Nebraska is now,” he 
said. 

The Trojans had won consensus 
national championships in 1962 and 
1967. And they had come close in 


Johnny Rodgers was a two-time All- 
American and won the Heisman Trophy 
in 1972. 


The 


Second in a Series 


Thirty years have passed 
since Nebraska won its 
first official national title. 
And during those 30 years, 
Nebraska has finished atop 
the national rankings four 
more times, including 
three from 1994 to 1997. 
As the 1970 season illus- 
trates, championships can 
depend on luck as well as 
on preparation and design. 
In a 12-part series, Huskers 
Illustrated takes a game- 
by-game look at the 1970 
season. 


1968, when Rodgers was a senior at 
Technical High School in Omaha. 
They also featured Heisman 
Trophy-winning tailbacks in 1965 
(Mike Garrett) and 1968 (O,J. 
Simpson). 

“Back then, it would have been 
like trying to talk me out of going to 
Nebraska to go to Southern Cal,” 
said Rodgers. “There wouldn't have 
been much Coach Devaney could 
have said.” 

As it turned out, Devaney didn’t 
have to fight USC’s tradition in 
order to get Rodgers. Trojans’ Coach 
John McKay considered Rodgers, 
who aspired to be a running back, 
too small. 

Rodgers was a prominent mem- 
ber of the second of two recruiting 
classes that formed the foundation 
for the Cornhuskers’ back-to-back 
national championship teams. 

Nebraska had endured a second 
consecutive 6-4 season Rodgers’ 
senior year in high school, and some 
Cornhusker fans were becoming 
none-too-tolerant of Devaney and 
his staff. 


Game 2 
Nebraska 21, Southern California 21 
Sept. 19, 1970 
Coliseum, Los Angeles 


Scoring 
Score 
(Second Quarter) 
NU — Guy Ingles, 17-yd pass Dan Schneiss 7-0 
(Paul Rogers kick) 
SC — Jimmy Jones, 4-yd run (Ron Ayala kick) 7-7 
NU — Johnny Rodgers, 15-yd pass Jerry Tagge 14-7 
(Rogers kick) 
(Third Quarter) 
SC — Charlie Evans, 1-yd run (Ayala kick) 
NU — Joe Orduna, 67-yd run (Rogers kick) 
(Fourth Quarter) 
SC — Clarence Davis, 9-yd run (Ayala kick) 
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21-14 
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Rodgers’ perspective on the pro- 
gram was limited when he arrived. 
“When I was a freshman, I didn’t 
pay much attention (to the varsity),” 
he said. “I just wanted to get up 
there and play. 

“I got all my bad habits as a 
freshman, not working out and stuff 
like that.” 

Bad habits or not, he was an 
immediate sensation, leading the 
freshman team in rushing, receiving 
and scoring. He carried 57 times for 
310 yards, caught 11 passes for 186 
yards and scored six touchdowns. 

He also led the freshmen in punt 
and kickoff returns, of course. 

Signs of the two national champi- 
onships on the horizon might have 
been evident late in the 1969 season. 
But if they were, not many people 
saw them, according to Rodgers. 

“They had no idea in 1969 what 
was going to happen,” he said. “I 
don’t think they expected to do that 


well. It was the luck of the draw that 
year. Everybody was surprised, | 
think.” 

Ironically, the second game of 
Rodgers’ sophomore season was 
against USC, the school he had 
wanted to attend. The Trojans, who 
had finished the 1969 season ranked 
third in the Associated Press poll, 
held that same ranking when 
Nebraska went to the Los Angeles 
Coliseum. 

Although the Cornhuskers 
moved up from ninth to eighth in 
the AP poll following the 21-21 tie, 
they weren’t happy. “Southern Cal 
basically tied us,” Rodgers said. 
“We should have won that game. 

“But we got more (national) con- 
sideration because people saw we 
should have won.” 

Nebraska’s nearly automatic 
Paul Rogers missed on a 22-yard 
field goal attempt, which might 
have put the game out of reach with 
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11 minutes remaining, as a result of 
a low center snap. And the Jerry 
Murtaugh-led Hhusker Blackshirts 
had to stop USC three times in the 
final 5 minutes. 

Murtaugh was credited with 25 
tackles, including 14 unassisted. 

“The tie kind of took us out of it 
early,” Rodgers said, referring to the 
national title chase. 

But the Cornhuskers persevered, 
remained undefeated and were in 
position to take advantage of favor- 
able circumstances in the Orange 
Bowl game on New Year's night. 

Rodgers is 49-years-old now. He 
has a college degree. He is a member 
of the College Football Hall of 
Fame’s Class of 2000, which will be 
inducted in December. He was cho- 
sen as the Cornhusker “Player of the 
Century” by the Lincoln Journal 
Star and the Omaha World-Herald. 
He is active in several ventures, 
including his own Omaha-based 
“Jet Wear” business. And, oh yes, he 
is a grandfather. 

He remains convinced Nebraska 
should have won an unprecedented 
third consecutive national champi- 
onship in 1972, when he became the 
Cornhuskers’ first Heisman Trophy 
winner. 
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But opponents “caught us in 
transition,” Rodgers said. Devaney 
had planned to retire and turn over 
the program to Tom Osborne after 
the 1971 season. But he was per- 
suaded to stay one more year and 
try for that third title. As a result, 
“we were split between Devaney 
and Osborne. 

“Coach Devaney, he was the 
head coach without being the head 
coach, you know?” 

Rodgers has said that if Osborne 
had been the head coach in 1972, 
Nebraska would have won a third 
consecutive national championship 
because “he would have done 
things differently.” 

Had Osborne been the coach, “I 
think I would have gotten the run- 
ning back call,” he said. 

Even though he earned incredi- 
ble fame as a wingback, Rodgers 
always aspired to being a tailback. 
And in the late 1960s, USC was to 
tailbacks what Penn State still is the 
linebackers. 

Rodgers wanted to follow in that 
tradition of Trojan tailbacks. 

Fortunately for Nebraska, USC 
wasn’t interested. Hf 
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Full-time setter 
Cepero will add 
basketball during 
sophomore year 


By Todd Henrichs 


er family and friends back 
in Puerto Rico keep up with 
Greichaly Cepero by e-mail 
and the Internet. 

But even right here in Lincoln, 
keeping up with Nebraska’s budding 
two-sport superstar isn’t easy. 

Cepero has been on the move even 
since arriving at NU last fall. She 
played volleyball, earning All-Big 12 
honors as a freshman, and went with 
the team on a spring trip home to 
Puerto Rico and an early-summer tour 
of China. 

This year, Cepero adds even more 
dates to her busy calendar. She'll play 
basketball for the Huskers once the 
volleyball season ends sometime in 
December. 

A sign of her exceeding talent, 
coaches John Cook and _ Paul 
Sanderford have given their blessing to 
the arrangement. Two-sport combina- 
tions are difficult and haven't always 
worked well at Nebraska in the past. 

“The coaches have been very 
mature about the whole situation,” 
Cepero said. “I’m glad about it because 
it takes a lot of pressure off me that I 
don’t need.” 

Cepero speaks softly, but the combi- 
nation of her bright smile and fierce 
competitiveness make her a natural 


Greichaly Cepero was the first Nebraska 
freshman named first-team all-confer- 
ence since Eileen Shannon in 1989. 
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leader. Of course, tremendous athletic 
ability doesn’t hurt. 

Cepero is 6-foot-2 but plays guard 
on the basketball court. In volleyball, 
she was pegged the starting setter 
before Nebraska ran through its first 
practice this fall. 

After playing outside hitter a year 
ago, Cepero is delighted to be in her 
favorite position. “Being a setter takes 
more responsibility,” she said. “You 
have to take care of the offense and be 
a leader on the court 

“T like to have control of the team.” 

Cepero focused solely on volleyball 
in her first season at Nebraska. 
Recruited as a setter, coaches decided 
early on that they had to find a way to 
get Cepero on the court. 

Just days before the first match last 
season, they settled upon a 6-2 offense 
that allowed Cepero to play on the 
right side. She started all 33 matches a 
year ago, the first freshman to earn a 
starting role at NU since current U.S. 
Olympic Team captain Allison Weston 
in 1992. 

Coincidentally, Cepero is named for 
the Puerto Rican word “Greicha,” 
meaning Greece, in hopes that she 
would someday play in the Olympic 
Games. 

“We think Greicha has a chance to 
be an exceptional setter,” Cook said. 
“But there are going to be times as a 
first-year full-time setter in a 5-1 
offense that it’s going to be rocky.” 

Cepero accepts that, but entered the 
season with as much experience as a 
sophomore could expect. Spring drills 
and the 18-day China trip gave her 
time to work extensively with NU’s 
hitters. Recently, she’s concentrated on 
her technique. 

“I'm still learning,” she said, “but 
I’m working hard to be as ready as pos- 
sible.” 

Last season, Cepero was tied for 
third on the team with 218 kills and 
added 205 digs and 84 total blocks. She 
was the first NU freshman named first- 
team all-conference since Eileen 
Shannon in 1989. 

She started only one match at setter 
and achieved a rare triple-double — 16 
kills, 33 assists and 17 digs — against 
Kansas State. Such feats could become 
the standard this season. 

With the stature of an outside hitter, 
Cepero has the athletic ability, and as 
important, the mentality to shine at set- 
ter. She seemingly isn’t disrupted by 
her mistakes. 

Cepero’s role is so important NU 
may disrupt its spring schedule to have 
her available. With basketball season 
extending into March, Cook already 
plays to push spring drills for volley- 


ball back a couple weeks. 

“We'll move our spring season back 
as late as we can to give Greicha a 
chance to rest and recover,” he said. 
“We may downplay the spring a little 
bit.” 

Cepero played both sports as a sen- 
ior exchange student at McDonogh 
High School near Baltimore and drew 
recruiting interest from UCLA, among 
others. 

Her only requirement in picking a 
school was that she be allowed to play 
both sports. Two-sport athletes are not 
all that unusual in women’s athletics 
nationwide, but Cepero’s situation is in 
some ways unique. 

Because of the demands and spe- 
cialized training involved, setters typi- 
cally focus on only one sport. And 


Cepero is in a volleyball program that 
aims for the national championship 
each year. Under Sanderford, the NU 
basketball program is trying to elevate 
to that level. 

Cepero watched the team last win- 
ter, but got her first real taste of basket- 
ball at Nebraska this summer. Once 
back from China, she spent several 
weeks training with the women’s bas- 
ketball team. 

“Tt was a good experience,” Cepero 
said, “1 felt like I had to do it so I could 
get to know the girls before the sea- 
son.” 

After volleyball, “I'll just jump right 
in and practice with them before the 
Big 12 games.” 

That is, if she can keep her calendar 
straight. 
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p Running 
Consider Nebraska 


Prep tailbacks 
see the potential 
in Husker offense 


By James Hale 


ebraska plays a certain style 

of football that never 

changes, and because of that 

they have been able to devel- 
op certain givens when it comes to 
recruiting. Nobody runs option foot- 
ball better than Nebraska, and the fact 
that the Cornhuskers have been able to 
expand their option game to include I- 
formation plays and a passing game is 
a credit to the offensive minds on the 
coaching staff. 

You won't run into a defensive coor- 
dinator in the country who won't con- 
firm that the Nebraska offense is one of 
the toughest to prepare for. Nebraska 
has the best of all worlds and the most 
dominant aspect of the offense is that 
there is always a top I-back to carry the 
load. 

Prep running backs across the coun- 
try realize that Nebraska is still one 
school that will feature the tailback and 
count on that player to move the 
chains. The Nebraska tailback is usual- 
ly regarded as one of the best running 
backs in the country, and that is some- 
thing that is never going to change. 

Because of the Cornhuskers’ tradi- 
tion at tailback and the current style of 


Jared Helming, a defensive tackle from 
Springfield, Mo., is one of Nebraska’s 
nine commitments. 


play, Nebraska is always going to 
recruit running backs. It doesn’t matter 
how many running backs are already 
on campus, the Nebraska coaches 
make the position a priority in recruit- 
ing, and the high school players realize 
that there is not another program quite 
like the Cornhuskers when it comes to 
featuring the tailback. 

That’s why it’s so interesting that 
Nebraska is off to a great start in 
recruiting with nine oral commitments 
but none from a running back. At this 
point, Nebraska is still recruiting a 


Nebraska Commitments for 2001 


Player 

Seppo Evwaraye 
Jared Helming 
Richie Incognito 


Mike McLaughlin 
Gary Pike 

Cory Ross 
Barrett Ruud 
Dan Stevenson 
Mike Stuntz 


Barrington, Ill. 


Hometown (school) 
Laurel (Laurel-Concord), Neb. 6-5 323 
Springfield (Kickapoo), Mo. 6-4 270 
Glendale (Mountain Ridge), Ariz. 6-4 290 
Omaha (Millard North), Neb, 6-1 175 
Pueblo (Centennial), Colo. 6-5 285 
Denver (Thomas Jefferson), Colo. 5-9 182 
Lincoln (Southeast), Neb. 6-2 220 


Ht. Wt. 


6-6 305 


Council Bluffs (St. Albert), lowa 6-2 180 


Backs 


number of great running backs from all 
across the country. 

Damien Nash _ (5-foot-11, 195 
pounds, with 4.3 speed in the 40-yard 
dash) has moved from St. Louis 
(Riverview Gardens) to East St. Louis, 
fll. A shifty runner, Nash made the 
move to stay with a coach he is very 
fond of. 

“T want to continue to play for 
Coach (Darren) Sunkett,” Nash said. 
“We won a state championship at 
Riverview Gardens a couple of years 
ago, and, now that he is at East St. 
Louis, I wanted to continue to play for 
him. He is a great person in my life and 
treats me like a son.” 

Nash rushed for more than 1,200 
yards and 18 touchdowns a year ago 
and managed a touchdown and 65 
yards in his opening game this season. 
Nash is a quick running back who can 
make people miss and he has the speed 
to go the distance. Nash says his moth- 
er, coach and family friend Maurice 
Scott will make all visits with him, and 
they as a group will decide what col- 
lege is best for Nash. 

“IT am keeping an open mind and 
don’t have a leader at the moment,” 
Nash said. “I really don’t have a top 
five, but I can say that Illinois and 
Nebraska are going to be a part of it. I 
have gone to the Illinois camp a couple 
of times, and Nebraska has a great tra- 
dition in running backs. I will take my 
five visits, and then we will sit down as 
a group and decide what is the best for 
me.” 

Georgia Tech, Michigan, Penn State, 
Georgia, Florida State and Ohio State 
are also on his list. 

The Cornhuskers are among the top 
five for Tramain Hall (5-11, 185, 4.4) of 
Deerfield Beach, Fla. Hall is the top 
running back in Florida this year and 
has drawn comparisons to former 
Florida prep star Emmitt Smith of the 
Dallas Cowboys. A slasher with excel- 
lent speed, Hall runs very well inside 
and has breakaway speed. A year ago, 
Hall rushed for more than 700 yards 
and 15 touchdowns while sharing 
duties with another tailback. 

As a sophomore, Hall played at 


Huber Heights in Wayne, Ohio, where 
he rushed for 1,271 yards and 22 touch- 
downs. With the tailback spot all to 
himself this season, he is ready to 
explode. 

“Tcan work out of split backs or from 
the I-formation, which I think is an 
advantage for me,” Hall said. “I like to 
run through people and love to play 
power football. On the toss sweep, I 
love to get outside and show my 
speed.” 

Hall has narrowed his choices down 
to Florida State, Michigan State, Notre 
Dame, Iowa, Washington and 
Nebraska. 

“T think they have a powerful run- 
ning game at Nebraska,” Hall said. 
“Their quarterback and tailback game 
in the option is the best in the country. I 
believe my style of running would fit in 
at Nebraska because we run the option 
here. I am trying to keep my options 
open, but I have made one visit — 
North Carolina State — and I will prob- 
ably visit Nebraska.” 

Derrick Tinsley (6-1, 180, 4.4) of 
Marietta, Ga., is going to be tough to 
pull away from the Tennessee 
Volunteers. Tinsley broke his ankle the 
second game of last season after getting 
off to a great start, rushing for 320 
yards and four touchdowns. He is back 
at full strength for his senior season 
and is looking to make a name for him- 
self on the collegiate level. 

“Most of my friends go to Clemson, 
and I am thinking I need to get off by 
myself and get some things going on 
my own,” Tinsley said. “Tennessee is a 
great program, and they need running 
backs. However, nobody runs the tail- 
back like Nebraska, and they seem to 
take advantage of a tailbacks’ complete 
skills. They run him outside in the 
option, but run I-formation plays as 
well, letting the tailback read the 
defense and make some moves on his 
own.” 

Tinsley reports to basketball immedi- 
ately after football and hasn’t had a 
chance to work on the weights. He is 
strongly leaning to Tennessee, but it 
appears he is going to give Nebraska a 
chance, along with Tulane, Clemson, 
Alabama, Auburn, Georgia Tech and 
Mississippi. 

J.R. Lemon (6-2, 217, 4.5) of Tyrone, 
Ga., is another top-10 national running 
back looking at Nebraska. Lemon 
attended camps at Georgia, Georgia 
Tech and Air Force this past summer. 
Last season, Lemon rushed for 1,100 
yards and 12 touchdowns. He also took 
an unofficial visit to Auburn and seems 
to have his recruiting philosophy down 
to a tee. 

“I am wide open right now, and | 
want to stay that way until I really get 
a chance to look over every school that 
lam interested in,” Lemon said. “I love 


Recruiting Notes 


Top Prospects 
Suffer Injuries 


t was not a good week for two of the top prospects in the country, as 
i both went down with ACL tears and are out for the season. 

A knee injury has claimed the top quarterback prospect in the coun- 
try. Brodie Croyle of Rainbow City, Ala., blew out his knee in the first game 
of the season. 

“Tt was one of those fluke things, really, on a play that I have made many 
times during my career,” Croyle said. “I was running and went to plant, but 
I slipped and then almost had my head taken off. The clothesline tackle 
forced my body to go in a direction that my knee couldn't handle. I heard 
something pop, and I knew it was bad. I hate for this to happen my senior 
year, but I can be back in five months or so and still plan to enroll in college 
in January.” 

Don’t think for a minute that Croyle still won’t have his choice of schools 
to choose from. Croyle has his choices narrowed down to Alabama, Florida 
State, Oklahoma and Miami. 

“T have talked to all four schools, and they have all assured me that I still 
have a scholarship with them,” Croyle said. “To be honest, I think it is now 
an advantage for me to enroll in college at semester, so that I can get their 
medical care. No matter where I go, I will receive better medical care and go 
through a better rehabilitation than I would at home.” 

An ACL tear also has claimed the season of one of the nation’s top five 
cornerbacks. Brett Bell (6-feet, 190 pounds, 4.4 in the 40-yard dash) of 
Wheaton (Warrenville South), Ill., was playing running back when the knee 
gave out. 

“T was running with the ball and trying to turn the corner, and the knee 
just popped,” Bell said. “I wasn’t really hit or anything, and the knee just 
gave. I guess when it’s time for something like this to happen, then it is going 
to happen. I am told that I will be out five to six months, but I have no doubt 
in my mind that I will be back at 100 percent. I heard from over 20 coaches 
from around the country the day after it happened, and that did wonders for 
my ego.” 

Bell also says that every school is still offering him a scholarship. 
Michigan, Penn State and Wisconsin are his top three choices, but Bell is get- 
ting more and more interested in Nebraska, Illinois and Tennessee. 

— Nebraska is in on another top-five national offensive lineman. Blake 
Larson (6-7, 295) of Atlantic, lowa, recently took an unofficial visit to Lincoln, 

“My family and I loved it at Nebraska and can’t say a negative thing 
about it,” Larson said. “Nebraska is going to be very hard to beat at this 

int.” 
: Larson has set visits to Notre Dame and Miami and plans to take official 
visits to Nebraska and Iowa as well. Colorado, Michigan State and Virginia 
are in the running for the fifth visit. 

— With Penn State off to a 0-2 start after a crushing loss to unranked 
Toledo, many are now questioning the past recruiting decisions to commit 
players in the summers before they have a chance to play their senior year. 
Penn State was the first to start this practice several years ago and was the 
first to commit over half its class before they had played their first game. 

In a few cases, the committed players suffered injuries their senior year, 
yet Penn State had to honor the commitment and offer a scholarship. In 
other cases, the players didn’t play up to their capabilities their senior year, 
yet a commitment is a commitment, and Penn State still honored the schol- 
arship. 

Penn State lost a number of outstanding players last year to the draft and 
now doesn’t seem to have the talent to replace them. This is going to be a 
long year for Joe Paterno and the past recruiting practices could be the rea- 
son why. @ 
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HUSKER FANS 
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Championship Game — January 3, 2001 
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100% refund if Nebraska does not 
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the engineering school at Georgia Tech, 
and my best friend is going to go there. 
I have to look at a great school like 
Nebraska. You can’t pass up those 
schools that love to run the football.” 

Danta Hickson (5-10, 183, 4.4) of 
McKinney, Texas, is regarded by many 
as the top running back in Texas. 
Blessed with the ability to make 
defenders look foolish, Hickman 
rushed for 1,552 yards and 17 touch- 
downs last season. Hickson is a 10.5 
100-meter runner and is perfect for 
one-back sets. Grades are the major 
issue with Hickson, but if he qualifies, 
Florida State may have the best chance 
to get him. Nebraska is in the hunt 
along with Oklahoma, Texas A&M, 
lowa State and Michigan. 

Seymore Shaw (6-0, 210, 4.5) of 
Shawnee, Okla., is one of the better 
power backs in the country. Shaw is a 
perfect fit for the Husker fullback role, 
but he is more likely to stay in-state at 
either Oklahoma or Oklahoma State. 

Another top big back is Brandon 
Brokow (6-1, 225, 4.5) of Pennington, 
N.J. Brokow attended the Penn State 
and Boston College camps but says he 
wants to go through the recruiting 
process. Nebraska, Ohio State, 
Wisconsin, Notre Dame and Purdue 
are other school that Brokow is consid- 
ering. Mi 


Your Travel Agent for 
Hunting and Fishing in 
Nebraska 


Hunt & Fish 


It is our mission to help set up trips 
for the outdoorsman, The only 
requirement is to have fun on your 
trip. For a complete list of packaged 
trips, check out: 


www.huntandfishnebraska.com 


For questions or to order a cus- 
tomized trip by phone call: 


402-540-2386 


ALN 


Reaching 100% Husker fans for 20 years 


On the Internet at: 


(900) 860-4733 (line 1 — practice reports, 


line 3 — recruiting commitments) 
*.$2 for first minute, $1 each additional minute; must be 18 or older to call 


To subscribe, call 
1-year subscription (including Football Yearbook) — $46.95 
18 issues, weekly during football season 


For advertising information, call 
(402) 423-3405 or e-mail jtuder@navix.net 
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IDEAS? 
DO YOU HAVE SOME INSPIRATION 
FOR A HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON? 

IF WE USE YOUR IDEA, WE'LL GIVE YOU 
CREDIT AND SEND YOU AN AUTO- 
GRAPHED FULL-COLOR PRINT OF YOUR 
HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON! 


SEND IDEAS TO: PAUL FELL CARTOONS, 
3215 JAMESTOWN LANE, LINCOLN, NE 
68516 OR EMAIL TO: 


paulfellcartoons@alltel.net 


THANKS 10: 


DAN BENES 


LINCOLN, NE 
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YOU GET TICKETS TO THE GAME FOR YOUR 
ANNIVERSARY AND YOUR WIFE DECLARES 
THAT IT IS THE BEST GIFT EVER. 
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Sportsv.com 


"One of the largest Husker websites". 


T-SHIRTS * SWEATSHIRTS * POLOS * MUGS * WALLETS * 
| CHECKBOOK COVERS * WATCHES * GLASSES * APRONS * KEY 
| + $7.50 shipping/handling RINGS * HATS * JERSEYS * LEATHER CHAIRS * TELEPHONES * 
eye tom PENS * MAIL BOXES * PAPER CUBES * TRASH CANS ®* NITELIGHTS 
° * PENCILS * COLLECTIBLES * GOLF PUTTERS * DOOR MATS * 
MASCOT ART FLAGS * HUSKER VIDEOS * BIRD HOUSES * PLAYING CARDS ° 
: SOUP BOWLS * CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS * BIBS * BABY BOTTLES ° 
343 W. Main Street GOLF BALLS * RATTLES * CHECKERS * ORNAMENTS * YO-YO'S * 
Durham, I Ne 27701 DOMINOS * TOY TRUCKS * PLOWS * TRACTORS * DOG JERSEYS * 


NAPKINS * PLASTIC CUPS * HITCH COVERS * CANDLES * 
i) GOLF TOWELS * WINDSOCKS * PLASTIC PLATES 
* PUTTER COVERS ° DRIVER COVERS °* 
1.888 33 3 6601 "Over 300 Husker items and growing....." 


visit us at... www. sportsv.com 
WWW.mascotart.com 


University of 
Nebraska 


Patio 
Umbrellas 


Bright and colorful with 
the University colors and 
logo. Perfect for tailgating 

or home. Quality construc- 
tion with warranty. Four 

types to choose from. 


Officially licensed product. 


* BREAKFAST * LUNCH « DINNER 


* BANQUET FACILITIES * CATERING [ES 
* SUNDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET fi 


Monday - Saturday 6AM - 9PM 
Sunday 6AM - 3PM 


464-5343 


North 48th & Cornhusker bs ee 


Call for free brochure. 


1-800-688-4611 
Logo Patio Umbrellas 
PO Box 22298 
Lexington, KY 40522-2298 
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it Wasn't 
Very Special 


Shoddy play in kicking game 
takes away from defense’s performance 


CARLOS POLK WAS READY to volunteer 
for special teams duty. 

“I'm a guy who started out on special 
teams,” the senior middle linebacker said 
after Nebraska’s 27-24 overtime victory 
against Notre Dame. “I told Coach to put 
me out there the next time.” 

First, Polk watched from the sideline as 
Notre Dame’s Julius Jones returned a third- 
quarter kickoff 100 yards for a touchdown 
to cut a 14-point Cornhusker lead in half. 

Then, a little over two minutes into the fourth quarter, he 
watched as the Fighting Irish’s Joey Getherall returned a 
punt 83 yards for a touchdown to tie the game at 21. 

“T wanted to grab one of those guys,” Polk said with a 
laugh. 

But it was only funny in retrospect. At the 
time, no one on Nebraska’s sideline was laugh- 
ing. “We will take a very strong look at our spe- 
cial teams play,” Coach Frank Solich said. 

“That's one area we'll have to address.” 

The Cornhuskers have distinguished them- 
selves on special teams in recent seasons. 

The last time a player returned a punt for a 
touchdown against them was in 1988, when 
UCLA's Darryl Henley went 75 yards in what 
turned into a 41-28 Bruin upset victory. 

The last time a player returned a kickoff for a 
touchdown against them was in the 1996 Fiesta 
Bowl, when Florida’s Reidel Anthony ran 93 
yards in a 62-24 Gator loss. 

And the last time a player ran 100 yards with 
a kickoff against Nebraska was in 1978, when 
Colorado's Howard Ballage did in a losing effort, 52-14. 

Solich admitted concern about special teams play 
throughout preseason practice. He even devoted practices 
just to special teams play during two-a-days. 

And obviously, his concern wasn’t misplaced. Notre 
Dame not only got the 100-yard touchdown return from 
Jones but it also set a modern school record with 204 yards 
in kickoff returns. 

Jones had another kickoff return of 45 yards, and David 
Givens returned one 41 yards, providing Notre Dame with 
good field position. 

The Fighting Irish also averaged 10 yards on three other 
punt returns. 

In all, Notre Dame gained 317 yards on kick returns. And 
those yards were a significant factor in taking away the 
momentum Nebraska had built in jumping out to a 21-7 
lead. 

“They had the momentum most of the second half,” quar- 
terback Eric Crouch said. 

The Cornhuskers appeared to have the momentum by 
halftime, putting together a 15-play, 65-yard drive that con- 
sumed 8:20 of the second quarter to take the 14-7 lead. 

Fourteen of the 15 plays were rushes. It was vintage 
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Linebacker Carlos Polk 
was ready to help out 
on special teams. 


Nebraska, with Crouch alternating carries with I-back Dan 
Alexander and fullback Willie Miller during the drive. The 
only pass during the drive was an 11-yard completion to split 
end Matt Davison on third-and-6 at the Notre Dame 36-yard 
line. 

Crouch capped the drive by muscling into the end zone 
behind center Dominic Raiola. 

The series was what some observers expected of Nebraska 
from the beginning. 

And the Cornhuskers picked up where they left off in the 
second half, covering 59 yards on four plays on their second 
possession. But the breakdowns in the kicking game 
changed the dynamics. 

“We were, for the most part, a very good special teams 
team last season,” said Solich. “There was some concern 
about that coming through fall camp. That con- 
cern stayed with us through our first ball game 
and it’s still there. So that is an area we need to 
address, and we need to get much better at.” 

The shoddy special teams play diverted atten- 
tion for an improved defensive performance. 
The Cornhusker Blackshirts looked more like 
national title caliber. They harassed Notre Dame 
quarterback Arnaz Battle, sacking him twice and 
intercepting him once. 

Joe Walker picked off the pass early in the first 
quarter. 

Nebraska also had other near-miss intercep- 
tions. But the bottom line was, Battle, who led 
the Irish in rushing with 107 yards, finished with 
only three completions in 15 attempts, for 40 
yards. 

Notre Dame tested the Cornhusker defense 
by running at it. There was talk that the Fighting Irish might 
run the ball down Nebraska's throat, according to defensive 
coordinator Craig Bohl. 

“But I didn’t see that,” he said, adding that his biggest 
concern was that the defense improve on “closing the noose 
around a mobile quarterback” such as Notre Dame's Battle. 

“I’m very pleased with the way our defense played 
today,” defensive tackle Loran Kaiser said. 

“T love that smash-mouth football,” said Polk, who was 
credited with six tackles. 

What he didn’t love was Nebraska's special teams play. 

On the positive side, however, “it's better to show now 
than later in the season,” he said. 

Before the Cornhuskers face the heavyweights of their Big 
12 schedule, they will have ample opportunity to correct the 
special teams problems. 

Polk wanted to be part of the solution against Notre 
Dame. 

“T told Coach, ‘I want to get back on the kickoff team,’ “ he 
said. 

“He said, ‘Hey, just calm down.’ “ 

Polk found that difficult because the special teams play 
was anything but special. 


» The Fans 
Team! 


O EetalgG | AL 
Right now you can be 


a part of something 
totally new for 
Nebraska Sports Fans. 
Join the Husker team 
just by joining Husker 
Fever. It’s the new fun way to support all 24 NCAA-sanctioned 
Husker athletic programs and for us to reward YOU, the fan. 
This is a brand new fan loyalty program being brought to you by 

the Nebraska Athletic Department and is a way for us to 
reward you for all of your years of continued support 
Bee of Husker athletics. Best of all, you'll have a chance 
to win free stuff and get some great offers! You'll 

get the latest Husker news and help support 

Big Red Sports. Sign up today! Remember 

that it’s all totally FREE! 


As a card-carrying Husker Fever member, you'll: 


» Earn Husker Fever points 
* Win FREE Husker merchandise 
- Have a chance to be selected to win great prizes 
+ Have a chance to receive trips and tickets to Husker 
sporting events 
+ Get Special offers from Husker Fever sponsors 
* And Much more!! 


So Get the Fever. Sign up today for your Official Husker Fever 
card and let the fun begin. 


It's simple! Fill out this form below and fax to: 402-472-0455 


Get Your Husker Fever Card Today! 
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sanctioned Fan’s Team Card. : YES! . , mire Fa toe ate 
= - - H ~ y ease enroll me in Husker Fever. I understand that Husker 
3 Easy Ways To Join...... Join ByFax,Mailor © =. Gare 


Fever is totally FREE and there is no cost or obligation to me. 


(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 
Fill out and send or fax your Husker Fever applica- on MI 
tion card (below right) and you'll soon be a card-car- : 
rying member of Husker Fever. Or, you can join Last Name 
instantly by logging on to www.huskerfevercard.com } 
and filling out the application form online. Either; Street Address 

way, it’s all totally FREE... so join Husker Fever today! : 
The information you are providing, is the property of the University of H 

Nebraska and will not be released for phone solicitations. : City State 


Husker Fever card | Zip im 
1024 Avery Avenue - N Stadium 
Lincoln, NE 68588-0243 ene : > Age 


Husker Fever is the property of the University of Nebraska Athletic Department, 
Office of Licensing and Sales. The University of Nebraska reserves the right to 
amend or alter the program at any time. 


E-mail 


Certain rules and restrictions apply, see official rules for details. © 2000 


Fourth quarter. 11 seconds on the clock. 
Big Red needs a 52-yard field goal. 


Thankfully, 
our adidas® Coaches Polos keep the heat off. 


Comfortable cotton/polyester blend. M L XL 2XL_ $55 


adidas® Coaches Caps for the level-headed. 
Try them on for size. N 
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For The Greatest Fans In The Country 


625 Stadium Drive * Store Hours: Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday 10-5 * Parking available on non-game Saturdays. Call 1-800-965-8674 for a FREE Huskers Authentic catalog. 


